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The Department of the Army n.nnounces with ducp regret the 
death of !,lie Honorable W11,1,JAM H. FnANCrn, Jr., Assistnnt Secre~ 
ti1ry of Defense, (M1rnpower, Personnel nnd Reserve), which 
occurred nt Wm,hingtou, D. C., on 24 May 1!l58. 

Mr. FnANCIH was born iu Fort Worth, 'l'cxas on I 1 November 
l!)J.I. He rccc!iv!'d his B. A. degrc11 iu 1935 from Rice Institute 
and then entered the Uuiv£•rsity of Tcx11s Law School. After 
receiving his L. L. B. degree in 1!138 he entered the practice of 
hiw wil,h the Houston firm of Vinson, Elkins, ,vcems nnd Francis. 
Except for tlw puriod from l!J.1 l to HJ45 he was u.ssoeintPd with 
this firm uniil 1 J1tmmry 1!)51. Uc then engaged in the privntc 
practice of Jinv 1Lnd the management of p<:rsonnl business affairs, 
primarily oil, rnnching nnd nml estate. 

On 11 March 1!l57, Mr. FRANCIEIWM nominated to be Assiatnut 
81:cnitury uf l)efcnoc (l'vfanpowcr, Pcrst>nnel and Rcservt?) and 
wns sworn into office on rn April Hl57. 

Mr. FnANCIH fir~t. Pllt.l'rcd military scrvica on 22 May 1941 at 
Ii'rn-t, Sn!ll IIowiton, Ti'XIIR. ffo SPrvHd in Pl.i.11um1~ from Mnrch 
I !H2 to October l ll42 and upon his return to Ute United StateA 
attended the Info.ntry OfficcrH C1mdidnte School at Fort Denning, 
Georgia. Ifo wn~ comnlisHioncd n second lieutc111mt in the Army 
of ilw United Stnt<?H OH 8 March lfl43 and was ai;,;iguccl to the 
Couul.t?r IntdligPnce Corp~. He was promotud to firi-t, licutcllant 
on 22 F!'lmmry 11)44 and to capt.nin on W Felmmry l!Mu. Ho 
served OVl'rHc>as from Febnmry 1944 to November J!),15 with 
!,he Iut<?lligc11c<, Division, Supn•mo Hcudquartcrs Allied Expcdi­
Uoll!ll'Y Forc(,s. During this t.imc, ho :rnrvcd us staff offict,r in the 
Miliinry 81?c11riiy Section and in this ca1mcity wns veslcd with 
cou11tcr-i11t1•1lip;<·llce staff m,ponsibilit,fos during the c:xtrmncly crit­
icnl pel'iocl prior to t.lw lannchiug of the Allied invnRion of Europe. 
lfo was rt;licved from iictivc duty on 20 February HMO. His 
11ppoint.11w11t aH Cllpt11.it1 in tlw Infn.utry SP.cl,ion or th1i Offic<•rH' 
llcsi•rv<• Corps t.PrminnL<•d on 1 April l UO:,. 

Mr. FnANcrn wus decorated for m1•ritoriow:1 :'lcrvi<w wi!;h the 
Bronz<? St.nr Mednl and Ifolghm Croix de Guerre with l'nlm. 

'l'hroughoul; hi;i 1•11Un• mir<i<?l', Mr. FRANCtK n•ndPred loynl, 
faithful und 1101.ahl<• public scrvico. In hi!i unLimdy p1ui:si11g, tho 
country ha.-; loHL 1m eminent cit;i,wu nnd thn Army a loy11I frieud. 

By Orch•r of Wi/1,e.r M. Brucker, Sncrct.nry of tlw Army: 

O!licilil: 

MAXWELL D. TAYLOR, 
Gr.nr.ral, Unilcd States Arm.11, 

Chief of Sta.ff. 
HERBEil.T M. JONES, 

Major General, United States Army, 
The Adj1Atant General. 
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