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MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION 

By direction of the Secretary of the Army, under the provisions of para­
graph 14, AR 220-315, the Meritorious Unit Commendation is awarded to the 
following unit of the United States Army for exceptionally meritorious conduct 
in the performance of outstanding service during the period indicated. The 
citation reads as follows: 

The 406th Medical General Laboratory (Oom, Z) and the following assigned 
units: 

U.S. A.rm-y Medical Research Detachment (8008), formerly Far East Medi­
cal Research Unit, 8003d Army Unit 
48th Medical Detachment (Blood Bank Laboratory) 
278th Medical Detachment (Illustration) 

nre cited for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstand­
ing service, in Japan and Korea, from 25 June 1950 to 27 July 19G4. Despite 
a multitude of commitments and numerous unprecedented problems posed by the 
outbreak of hostilities in Korea, officers and enlisted personnel of the 40Gm 
Medical General Laboratory (Com, Z) discharged their responsibilities with great 
1·esourcefulness and skill, adhering to a policy of unlimited service, courtesy, 
and helpfulness. While concurrently maintaining superior laboratory service 
in Japan, special medical research teams were sent to the combat zone to eii'ect 
parasitological, bacteriological, and serological investigations, and to study 
epidemiological control measures. All human whole blood utilized in support 
of United Nations' military operations in Korea was procured, processed, stored, 
and shivped to front line areas by laboratory personnel. Through judicious 
exploitation of laboratory facilities and related functions, organic medical and 
technical personnel were instrumental in establishing the etiology of enteric 
diseases, minimizing the incidence of communicable diseases, and lent impetus 
to preventive and curative medical programs. Another major accomplishment 
was the scientific and technical training of Korean and Japanese national per­
sonnel which materially increased their skills and abilities in laboratory medi­
cine and research, further cemented the bonds of international friendship, and 
advanced the prestige of the United States Army medical mission in the Far 
East. The commenuable achievements, esprit de corps, and devotion to duty 
exhibited by personnel of the 406th Medical General Laboratory (Com Z) re­
flect great credit upon its members i.ndividnall:,- nml collectively and uphold the 
esteemed traditions of the military service. 
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By Or<ler of ll'illwr N. Hr111'ker, Reeretary of tile Army: 

Offidnl: 
HERBERT :M. ,JONES, 

Major Urneral., (J11il<•d Ntat<'B Arm JI, 
'!'ho A.djutaut (frncral. 

lllstrihntion: 
Actfoc Ar11111: A. 

MAXWELL D. TA YLOI{, 
<lrneral, United States A.rm 11, 

Chief Of Stat{. 

To be clistrilmted on a neecl-to-know basis to nll units and headqnnrter~ 
tlown to and indm1lng 1•ompanies and batteries am! to units urn! heat!• 
quarters of ,•,m111nrnble ,size nml res1mn,sihility. 
NO and USAR: B. 

To be distributed on a need-to-know basis to all units and lleaclqm1rters 
down to and indmling separate battalions ( aclmlnistratin,) and to units 
and lieadquarters of eom1mrable size aml res1JCmHibil!ty. 
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