
GO 21 

GENEl<Al, ORDERS } 

No. 21 
DI-OPARTMENT OJ<' THE ARMY 

WASHING'f0N 2r., D. C., ;Z5 April 11151 

* 

* 

* 

* 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * By dlredion of tlie President, under the act of Con­
gress approved 0 .July 1018 (WD Bui. 43, 1018), the Medal 
of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty ls awardecl 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name 
of the Congress to the following-named officer: 

Lieutenant Colonel John U. D. Page, Artillery, 
United States Army, a member of X Corps Artillery, while 
uttach<➔d to the r;2c1 Transportation Truck Battalion, dis­
tln;,'11ishecl himself by conspicuomr gallantry and intre­
pidity in action .ubove and beyond the call of duty in a 
series of eiq1loits during the period 20 November to 10 
Deeember lOuO In the urea near the Chosin Reservoir, 
Koren. On 20 Nove,mber, Colonel Page left X Corps 
Hend<Jmn·tcrs at Hnmlrnng with, the mission of establish­
Ing traffic control on the mnin sn11ply route to 1st Marine 
Division prn,itlons mul those of some Army elements on 
the Chosiu Reservoir plateau. Hnvlng completed his 
mission Colonel Page wus fre(> to return to the safety of 
Hamlnmg but ehose- to remnln on the plntenn to aid an 
IAolutecl signal stntlon, thus being eut off with elements of 
the lloforiuu division. After rescuing his jeep driver by 
ll1•unking up nn mnbtmll nenr .n 1lestroyecl bridge Colonel 
l'a,qc reach ell thH litH>S of a sm•romHled Mn rlue garrison 
nt Koto-ri. Ile them v<>lunturily elevelo11M un<l trained a 
reserv(, for<!tl of ussorte<I Army troo1is trapped with the 
Mn rhws. By (•:X:emplnry Iemlership nn(l t:ireless devotion 
he mmle an effective tact'ienl unit nvniltthle. In orcler 
t:hnt <!HHllaltleH might be !'Vltellllt:(HI, llll llil'Atr!p W!IS im­
!ll'OVIHe<l on frozm1 ground JlllrUy ont:srne of the Koto-ri 
cfofenHe 1><1rh.nut.N· wbieh WllH conl:inunlly uncler enemy 
nttiick. During two 111wh utf:ttdrn Colonel,l'a.110 exposed 
himself on t:lle ulrHl:rl1) to direct llrtl on the enemy, nncl 
twke mount()(! the, rear <le<'lc of. n tank, numnlng tile 
uuichlnt; gnn on th<• tnrrt1t to drive the unemy lmclc into 
II llO-lllHll'H ltuul. On. B llt,t,mnbor wlllle- heillg flown 
low ovur e.nmny lilH\H in n light ohHnrvntion plant!, Cnlonel 
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* * Page dropped hand grenades on Chinese positions and 
sprnyed foxholes with automatic tire from his carbine. 
After 10 days of constant fightiug the Marine nnd Army 
units in the vicinity of the Chosln Resen•oir hncl suc­
ceeded in gatl1ering at the etlge of the plateau 1111d Colonel 
Page was tlown to Hamhung to ,u-rRnge fo1• artillery 
support of the beleaguerecl troops nttempting to \1real, 
out. .Agnin Colonel Pago refused an opportunity to re­
main in safety and returned to give every assistance to 
llis comrades. As the column slowly moved south Colonel 
Page joined the rear guard. When it nearecl the entrance 
to a narrow pass it came mHler frequent attacks on both 
flanks. Mounting an almndoned tank Colonel Pane 
manned the machine gt1n, braved heavy return fire, nil(1 
covered the pnssing vehicles until the danger <11.minlshecl. 
Later when anothe1· 11ttack threatened his section o•f tlw 
convoy, then in the midclle of tile pass, Co-lonel Pana took 
a machine gun to the llillside und delivered eJreetive 
counterflre, remaining expoHe<l while men 1111d vehkles 
passed tl1roug}1 the amlmscade. On the night of 10 De­
cember the convoy reached the bottom of the pass hnt wm1 
halted by a stl·ong enemy force nt the, front uncl on botl1 
flanks. De,1dly small nrms fire l)()Ured int<> the column. 
Realizing tile" <lunger to the column ns it luy motionless, 
Colonel l'age fought his way to th1.\ !Jllncl of. tlHi column 
and plunged forwurd into tlw heart of the ho;;tile position. 
His intrepicl uctlon so sur11rise<l the tmemy that. their 
ranks became clisor<lerecl nncl snfferecl heavy <"•ns1mlt!es. 
Heedless of his own snfety, HR he had lleen throughout the 
preceding 10 days, Colonel Par1e remnlund forwnrcl, 
fiercely engaging the enemy singlehanded until mortally 
woundticl. By his vnllnnt and 11ggres;;ive spirit Colonel 
Pa(lo enabled friendly forC'es tn stnn<l o:tr the enemy. His 
outst!tnding courage, un,;werviug devotion to duty, and 
su11reme self-sacrUke nilleet gl'ent cretUt n1mn Oolonel 
J>af}e a1Hl ure in the highest tr11dition of the military 
servlee. 
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This gener.al order will he read to all troo1)s and w!ll be posted conspicuously 
on the hulletlu !Jonrds in each unit area. 

By Order of Wilber M. Br11cker, Seereta1·y of tl1e Army: 

Ofileial: 
HERBERT M. JONIGS, 

Major General, United States Arm11, 
'!'he Adjutant Genera!. 

Dlstrihution : 
1lctt1,e Arm11: A. 

MAXWELL D. TAYLOR, 
General, r1nite1l States Army, 

Chief of Staff, 

'l'o lle distribute,! on a need-to-know basis to all 11nitH fill(l headquarters 
down to anil inl'lu<liug eompanies nnd hal:leri.es and to units and head­
quartt,;·s nf N}rntmrabln size and res1mnsihility. 
NG and usAn: B. 

'.l'o he distributed on 11 need-to-know hasis to all units and headquarters 
down to nu(] indndlug separnte battalions (administrative) and to Ullits 
11ml lw11dqm1rters of comparable size and responslbility. 

IL :S, GOVERNMEllT PftlNTUIG OFFICE: 19!7 


