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DEPARTMENT OF THE .A.RMY 
WASl'IlNQTON 25, D. 0,, 1!3 .;ht{ll/Bt.1.9/56 

Section s6t,i)IER'.S MEDAL-Awnxds,_ ________________________________ ,____________ 1 

COMMENDATION RIBBON WITH MlilTAL PENDANT-Awnxds_______________ II: 

f .. SOLDllffR'S MEDAL, By direction of the Preaident, under the act of 
O(ingress approved 2 July 1926 (WD Bul. 8, 1920), the Soldier's l\llednl for 
h~oism not involving actual conflict with an enemy during tlle periods lnclicated 
!if!lwnrcled to the following-nnmec1 officers : 

.Chief Wanant Officer, W-2 JacTc J. Oarev, United States Army, 
93d Transportation Company (Light Helicopter) (Ff-21) distinguished himself 
by heroism at Grand Oa11yon National Purk, Arizona during the period 1 July 
1956 to 11 July 1956, As u member of the U. S. Army recovei•y team at the 
~ite of comn1ei·cial avlnt\on's worst disaster, he vol\1ntnrily made nine flights 
J.nto the treacherous depths of tho canyon to recover and evucunte bodies from 
the scene of the crush, u)l(l to obtain vital data needed for the investigation of 
the accident. With co11:1plcte disregard for his own safety, clespite the dangerous 
nil' cur1·e11ts, sheer hazardous peaks, and inadequate lauding s11ots at the crash 
iocation, and well aware that aircraft failure or misjudgment might have meant 
certa.in death, Chief Warrnnt Officer Oarey contributec1 immensurubly to the 
accomplishment of this vital mission which was above ancl beyond the call of 
'quty. In the performance of thls pedlous task he was forced to bring forth an 
elrtrn reserve of skill and energy, His unhesitating and courageous action in 
.the fuce of grave danger retlects great credit on himself, llis unit, and the 
fuilltnry service. 

Major Jf'rome JJ, Feltlt Artlllery, United States Army, 14the Army 
Aviation Company (Fixed Wiug-Tacttcul 'l'rnnsport), distinguished himself 
by lleroism at Grand Canyon National Pnrk, Arizona, cluring the periocl 1 July 
1956 to 1l July 1956, As Officer-in-Charge of the United States At•my rescue team 
at the site of commercial aviation's worst cllsnster, he was cllrectly responsible 
tor the perilous operation which successfully evncuntell nll bodies from the 
w1·eckuge and ohtnlned invaluable data for important Investigations of the crash, 
Aeronn,1t!ca\ experts and el(perienced mountain climhing teams had deemed the 
recovery of boclies and wreckage evidence nu imposslble taslc, but Major F'eltlt, 
famillnr with the capnbll!tles of his lllen a11d equipment, cnre:Cully studied nu 
/lSIJllCts of tlle problem and decidecl to attempt further rescue operations. :!:le 
personally flew hellco11ter missions into the depths of the rugged, hitherto 
·unexplorcc1, canyon nncl many fixed wing search missions, The lack of person11l 
concern In the !!Ice of great <!anger, the superior profes/ilannl nblllty and presence 
of mind demonstrated by this ofllcer have carnecl him the admlmtion and confi­
dence of his nssoclates and high government nud civil ofllclals, Ma,fot• FelcWs 
outstanding performance reflects great c1·eclit on himself anc1 is in keeping wltll 
the highest ti•ndltion of tl1c service. 

Chief Warrant Ofl!cer, W-2 Lowoll D, Joltnsan, Uulted StAtea Army, 
8d Transportution Company (Light B:elieopter) (B:-21) distinguished himself 

,by l1erpism at GraJJd Canyon National Park, Arizona, dm•ing the periocl 1 July 
;l.956 to 11 July 1956. As n member of the United States Army recovery temu 
at the site of commercial aviation's worst disaster, he voluntarily macle sl:x: 
:tllghts into the treacherous depths of tlie canyon to recover and Qvacuate bodies 
from the scene of the crash, and to obtain vital data needed for the Investigation 
.of the accldent. Witb complete <llsregard for his owu safety, despite the clanger· 
ou~ ah· currents, sheer hazardous peaks, ancl lnadequute lantling soots at the 
crash location, and well awnre that aircraft failure or misjudgment might llnv:e 
meant certain death, Olllef Warrant Officer Jolmeon conti•Jbuted immeasurably to 
tiie M~ompllshment of this vital mission which was above nnd beyond the call of 
~uty. In the performance of this perllous task he was forced to bl'ing forth IUl 
.extra reserve of sklll and energy, J:-l!s unhesitating and courageous action in 
the face of grave danger reflects great credit on himself, llis unit, aud the ml11tnry 
service. 
, . Chief Warrnnt Ofllcer, W-2 BillV L. Peai•aon, United States Army, 
,98d Tmnsportat1on Company (Light Helicopter) (H-21) clistingu!shed himself 
by heroism, at G1•and Onnyon Nntlonnl Parle, Arizona, during the period 1 July 
1956 to 11 July 1956. As a membe1· o:l: the U. S, Army 1•ecovery team nt t)le elte 
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of comm:ercla:1 1\'Viation's worst disaster, he voluntal'!ly made nine flights into 
the treacherous depths of the canyon to recovei· and evacuate bodies from the 
scene of the crash, and to obtain vital data needed for the investlgntlon of the 
accident. With complete disregard of h!s own safety, despite the dangerous ah• 
currents sheer hazardous peaks, and inadequate lancllng spots at tile era.sh 
l1Jcati9n' and well aware that aircraft failm:e or misjudgment might have meant 
certain death, Chief Warrant Officer Pearsoii contributed hmneasmably to the 
accomplishment of this vital mission which was above aucl beyond the call o:f 
duty. In tbe per:forniance of this perllous task he; was forced to bring forth u.n 
extra reserve of 11kill and energy, :Elis unhesitatrng • and courageous action in 
the face of grave danger reflects greaf credit on himself, his unit, and the 
military service, 

Chief Warrant Officer, W-2 Howa1·a L. P1•ootor United States Army, 
93d Transportation Company (1,igbt E:ellcopte1·) (Il-21) dlstiuguishet1 himself 
by heroism at the Grand Canyon National Park, Arlzoua, during tlle period 
l July 1956 to 11 July 1956. As a member of the Army Recovery Team at the 
site of comme1·clal aviation's wor11t clisaster, he volunteered, above and beyond 
tbe call of cluty, to make the first descent to the scene o:C the accident as co-pilot 
of a helicopter, although aeronautlcaJ. experts and expetlenced momitaln climbers 
had declared the task to be impossible o:f completion. l'Ils complete disregard 
for his personal safety and complete devotion to duty hell)ed Inspire othor pilots 
o:f his unit to volunteer for subsequent fllghts to the crash site, despite the dan­
gerous air currents, hazarclous peaks and treacherous landing spots, to recover 
the remains o:f the accident victims and to obtain invaluable data for the inves­
tigation of the accident. IIe later made 11 additional flights, as co-I)ilot and 
I)ilot, to the scene of the accident with the :full lmowlodge that aircraft failure or 
misjudgment might have meant· sudden death. The prom11t, courageous and 
determined action taken by Chief Wat1•ant Officer Proctor In rep2ateclly entering 
a hazardous area reflect distinct credit on himself, his unit, and the United 
States Army. 

Chief Warrant Officer, W-2 .James l', Svea1·nia11.,.Jr., United States 
Army, 93d Transportation Company (Light Helicopter) (II-21) distinguished 
himself by heroism at Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, during tho period 
.1 July 1956 to 7 July 11l56. As a member of the Unite(l Stutes Amiy 1·ecovery 
teain .at the site of commercial aviation's worst disaster, lie voliintiwlly made 
six flights into the treacherous depths of the canyon to recover and evacuate 
bodies from the scene of the crash, and to olJtaln vital data needed for the 
investigation of the accldent. With complete disregard' fm• Ills own safety, 
despite the dangerous air currents, sheer bazarclous I)eaks, and ina(lequate 
landing spots at the crash location, and well aware that aircraft failure or 
misjudgment might have meant certain death, Chief Wnrrftllt Officer Spearman, 
contributed Immeasurably to the accomplishment of thts vital mission wllich 
was above and beyond the call of duty. In the pei•formnnce of this perllous 
task' he was :forced to bring forth an extra reserve of sklll and energy, His 
unhesitating and courageous action ln tho :fnct of grave danger reJlects great 
credit on himself, bis unit, and the military service. 

Cuptain Waiter lil. Spriggs, Jr. • Tmnsp01'tatlo11 Col•ps, United States 
Army, distinguished himself by heroism at Chuar and Temple Buttes, Grund 
Canyon National Park, Arizona, during the period 1 July 1056 throngh 1.1 July 
1956 following the crash of two giant commercial alrcraft near .t:lie Eastern end 
of Grand Canyon National Park. This crash, commerclnl avlntlon's worst dis­
aster, required at least an attempt to Jeni·n tlle cause of the tragetly to I)revent 
future threats to the safety of commercial nvintlon nncl, lf posslhle to Jocnte nnd 
aicl any possible survivors or bodies, Aerial searchers who discovered th,e 
Wreckage on two Inaccessible buttes, 2,000 feet above the floor of the Grand 
Canyon, together with expert mountain climbers, felt that the wrcclmge could 
never be reached, eltber by·ground OP ne!'lnl rescue efforts. Captain Sp1•,uus, 
a "Pilot of a light Arrny helicopter, wns dete1·mlnccl to conti11ue rescue efforts 
and unhesitatingly b1•aved gale force winds and deadly drnfts, that threatoned 
to dash him against the sheer walls of the mile deep canyon, finally laml!ng on 
an a1•ea not much larger than the helicopter. He returned with parts of the 
wreckage which enabled aerona11ttcal experts to determine tile canse · of Hie 
<!rash. Captain . Sprigg8 returned on ~epeatcd occasions nnd assisted in the 
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recovery of the bodies of all of the persons wl10 perished in the wreckage, also 
his prompt and courageous nctlons to guther wreckage evidence, will contribute 
greatly to the establishment of new flight safety develo11ments. Captain Spdgos' 
courageous actions reflect great crecllt on himself and the military service. 

First Lieutenant l'cmi S. 'Wallcar Infantry, United States Army, 
93d Transportntlo11 Company (Light Heltcopter) (H-21) distinguished himself. 
l)y0 herolsm at Grand Canyon Nationnl Park, Arizona, during the period 1 July 
1956 to 11 July 1950. As a member of the U. S. A11ny recovery team at the site 
of commercial aviation's worst r1lsaster, he voluntnl'ily made seven flights into 
the trencherous depths of tl1e canyon to recover nnd evacuate bodies from the 
scene of the crash, nnc1 to obtain vital data needed for the investigation of the 
accident. With comvlete cl!srcgard for his own safety, despite the dallgerous 
nir ·currents, sheer lla~arc1ous ·peaks, nml Inadequate landing spots at' the crash 
location, an(I well aware that n!rcrnft failure or mis:luclgment might have meant 
certain death, Lieutenant 1Valli'e1• contributed immeasumbly to the acconipllsh• 
mellt of this vital mission which was nbove nncl beyond the call of duty, In the 
performance of this perilous task he was forced to bring forth an exti•a reserve 
of skill and energy. His unhesltat.lng and courageous action In the face of grave 
dange1· reflects great c1•erllt on llimhelf, his nnlt, oml the mtlltary service. 

Warrant Olllcer, W-1 Rolim·t J. Wllatla-I1, Jr; United States Army, 
93d Transportation Company (Light Hellcoptcr) (H-21) dlstlngulshed l1imsel:f 
by he,·olsm at Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, during the period 1 July 
1056 to 11 July 1950. A member of the Army Recovery Team at the site of 
commercial aviation's worst disaster, he volunteered above and beyond .the call 
of duty to' make the first Iiellcopter fl!gllt to the scmie of the crash, With utter 
cllsregnrd for his personal safety, knowing that aeronnntlcnl experts anc1 expel'l• 
enced mountain climbers hnd declared tile task to be impoRslble of completion, 
Warrant Officer W1Latlc11 immcdlntely chose to perform this hazardous duty 
despite the tremendous risks and obstacles existing at the locnt1011 of the acci­
dent. Upon his m•rlvnl nt the first crush site, he nlded in gulclh1g subsequent 
aircraft to thut Jocntlon, nsslstecl in locating and recovering the remains of 
the victims, a11cl then proc~ecled by foot to the canyon floor below the second 
crash site where l1e locntecl the first three boclles from thut plane. He. _later 
volunteered to make an n<1clltionnl hclicopl'er flight to the stte of the s~cond 
crash which was In an oven more hnzarclons location than tile first site. Wnrrnnt 
Officer TVltatle71'8 comnge, lnitintlni, ancl selfless exposiwe to possible death re• 
1lect tile l1iglrnst Cl'eclit on himself, his unit, 1111(1 the military service. 

11..COMMENDATION RIBBON WITll METAL PENDANT. 1. Dy cllrectlon 
of the Secretary of the Army, under AR (l00-45, tl1e Commendation Ribbon with 
Metal Pendant fo1· meritorious acl1loveme11t dnrlng the periods indicated is 
awarded to the followlng-nnmecl officers: 

Fll•st Lieutenant John Ff, A.hr.ant Infa,ntry, United Stntes Army. 
1 July 10tl6 to 11 July 1050. 

Chief Wm•rant omeer, W-2 Goome D. Brinton, Jr, United States 
Army. 5 ,July lfluO to 11 July 1050. 

Chief Wm·rnnt Oftlccr, W-1 '1.'lloma,, B, DcaBon United States 
Army, 8 ,July 1ll50 to 11 ,Tuly 1.050, 

First Lieutenant licnr11 Gr1111bcru, Transportation Co1•ps, United 
States Ar1ny. 1 ,July l05<l to 11 ,Tnly 1950. 

li'lrst Lleutennnt Ro11 A. 11mlson lnfnntry, Unitecl States Army. 
1 ,July 1950 to 8 ;ruiy 1050. 

Chief Warrant Officer, W-2 wmnw M. IBenba1·u Unitcc1 States 
Army. o July rnr,o to 11 J'u!y lOuO, 

Second Llentonunt Arth111• JI. ilfcD011alIl Signal Corps, United 
States Army. 1 ,Tuly 1056 to l1 July 1056, 

First Lieutenant Ja/Jlo B. UaaDoitnall Infantry, United States 
Al'my. 1 July l.OuO to 3 ,July 11;150. · 

Chief Wnrrnnt Ofllt:X!l', W-2 Donald .il1allow, Jr., Unitecl States 
Army. 5 to 11 Jnly 1050. 

li'irst Lleutennnt l(emwth R. NicclerbMol1 Signal Corps, United 
Stutes Army. 1 July 1056 to 10 July 106u. 
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Captain Wilmer L. P1·eston. Slgnnl Corps, United States Army. 
5. July 1956 to 10 July lOfiG. 

Chief• war?nnt Officer, W-2 Dwvrn R, Sa11lor United States 
Army. 6 July 1958 to 11 Jnly 1950. 

First Lieutenant Warren A. Strong, , Artlllery, United States Army, 
1 July l9u6 to 10 July 1056. 

Ohlet Wnrrnnt Officer, W-2 Donalri R. Wri[lht United Stutes 
Army. 3 July 19tl6 to 11 Jnly 1056, 

2. By direction of the Secretary of the Army, un<ler AR 000-45, the Commen­
dation Ribbon with Metal Pendant (first Onk Leaf Cluster) for merltorlons 
achievement during the perlo<1s indicated ls nwmded to the following-imme(l 
officers: 

Major Jerome B. Feldt Artillery, United States Army. 1 to 11 
July 1956. 

Captain Mo1·oan H. Mathews Trnnspo1·tntion Corps, United States 
Army. 3 to 4 July 1956. 

Captain 'Waite1· E. Sin-iuu.,, J,,_ Transportation Corps, Unltccl 
States Army. 1 to 11 July 1950. 

By Order of W·iibc1· M. Brucker, Secreta1·y of the Army: 

Offlcllll: 
JOHN A. KLEIN, 

Major Genera!, Unite1i Sta tea Armv, 
Tke Adjutant Genera!. 

Distribution: 
Active Armv: A. 

MAXWELL D. TAYLOR, 
General, Unitc<l States A1-in11, 

Okief of Staff. 

To be distributed on n need-to-know basis to nll units nnd headquarters 
down to and Including companies nncl batteries and to units and head­
quarters of compnrnble size nncl rcsponsllllltty. 
NG and USAR: B. 

To be distributed on a need-to-know bnsls to all 1111lts and hcndqunrters 
down to and inclmllng scparute bnttnl!ons (nclmlnlstraliYe) and to units 
!Ind hendqunrte1·a of com11nrable size nuil responsibility, 

v. I, fOVIRHMlkf PRlffTlfft OFFtCt.1 lHf 


