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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
By direction of the Presiclent, under the act of Co11gress 

SP1Jroved 9 July 11J18 (\VD Bu!. 48, 11!18), the Medal of 
Honor for consplcuons gallantry 11ml lntrepldlty at the 
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Anny in the name 
of the Congrnss to the following-named officer: 

First Lieutemmt lUchard T. Sltea, ,'1'., , Infantry, 
Unltecl States Army, ID:xeeutive Oftlcer, Company A, 17th 
Infantry Regiment:, 7th Infantry Division, distinguished 
himself by conspicuous gallantry and lndom!tnb!e courage 
above and beyon<l the call of cluty in action against the 
enemy near Soldrngue, Korea, from (l to 8 July 1053. On 
the night of O July, he was supervising the reenforcement 
of defellsive posltlons when the enemy attacked with 
great numerical superiority. Volnntnrl!y proceeding to 
the nrea most throatened, lie organized and led a counter­
attack and, ln the bitter fighting which ensnecl, closed 
with und killed two l1ostile soldiers wltll his trench lmife. 
Calmly moving among the men, checking positions, steady­
ing nnd tll'ging the troops to hold firm, he fought side by 
side with them throughout the night. Despite heavy 
losses, tllo llostlle force pressed the assault wlth deter­
minntton, aml at clnwn made an nll-out uttempt to overrun 
fdenclly clements, Charging forward to meet the chal• 
Jenge, Liontenant Eluia and 111.s gnllnnt men drove baclc 
the llostilo troorm. JD!ements of Compuny G joinecl tl1e 
defense on the nfternoon of 7 July, ha vlng lost key person­
nel through cnsunltlcs, Immecl!al:ely integrating these 
troops Into his unit, Lleutemmt EILea mlllc<l a group of 
twenty men nml again charge!l the enemy. Althollgh 
woundc(l In tills ac:tion, he refused evacuation and con­
tlnne<l to Icnll the countel'nttnclc. When the assaulting 
element was plnnecl down JJy heavy mnchlne gun fire, be 
personally rushed the emplncemeut and, firing his curhlne 
nncl lobbing grenudes wlth dea(lly accumcy, nentrnlized 
tho wenpo11 /!ll(l ltlllei! three of the enemy. Witll forceful 
lcadershiv nml lly llis he1·olc cxmn11le, Llcutennnt Shea, 
coorcll11nl:c<1 ll!Hl !llreel:M it llol!llng adlon throughout the 
night n.nc1 tile following morning, On 8 July, the enemy 
attnclrnd ngn!n. Despite n!ldll:lomtl wounds, Ile lmmcbod 
n lleloruliue<l countornttack and wus last seen Ju close 
hand-to-hnrnl comlmt wltll the enemy. Lieutenant .Shea's 
lliapirntionnl lcndcrshl11 nnfl unflinching courage set an 
illustrious exmn11le oJ! vulor to the men of his regiment, 
reJlectlng lnst:!ng glory 1111011 himself and upholding the 
noble triH1itlons of tho m!lltnry sorv!ce, 
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspicuously 
on the bulletin boards in each unit nrea. 

BX ORDER OF THE SECRE'fAllY OF Tlilil ARMY: 

OFFICIAL: 
JOHN A. KLFlIN, 

Major General, Un!tea States Army, 
The Ailjittant Gcnernl, 

DISTRIBUTION! 

.Active .Al'mv: A 

M. B. RIDGWAY, 
General, United, States Arin11, 

OMef of Staff. 

To be distributecl on a need-to-know basis to all units ancl l1eadqunrters 
down to and including companies and batteries and to units and headquarters 
of comparable s!~e and responsibility, 
NG and, USAR: B 

To be distt'ibuted on a need-to-know basis to all units and headqnurters 
down to and inclm1!ng separate battalions (administrative) and to units 
and headquarters of comparable size and responsibility. 
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