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A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
~ direction of the President, under the act of Congress 

approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 43, 1918), the Medal of 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepltlity at tho 
rlsk o:f life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name 
ot tile Congress to the following-numecl enliste(l man: 

Corporal Oharles I!'. Pendleton ( Service No. 
) , Infantry, .United States Army, a machine gunner 

with Company D, ll'ith Infantry Regiment, 8d Infantry 
Division, distinguished himself by conspicuous gnllnntry 
and indomitable courage above nnd beyond the call of 
duty in action against the enemy near Choe Gung-Dong, 
Koren, on 16 and 17 July 19138. After consollclatlng nncl 
establishing a defensive perimeter on n key terrain fen• 
ture, friendly elements were attacked by a large hostile 
force. Corporal Pcnaleton delivered deadly accurate fire 
into the approaching troops, killing 11pp1•oximntely fifteen 
and disorgnnlzlng · the remalnc1e1· with grenacles. Unahle 
to protect the flanks because of tlle narrow conflnes of the 
trench, he 1·cmovecl the machine gun from tbe tripod and, 
exposed to enemy observation, positioned it on his lmce 
to improve his firing vantage. Obse1·ving a hostile in• 
fnntrymO:n jumping into the position, intent on throwing 
a grenade at his comrades, he whirled about nml k!llcd tho 
nttaclrnr, then inflicted such heavy cnsualties on the enemy 
force that they retreatecl to regroup. After reorgnulzlng, 
n second wave of hostile solc11ers movecl forwnrcl in nn 
attempt to overrun the position and, later, when a hostile 
grennte lanclecl nearby, Corporul l'cml!oton quickly re• 
trlevecl and hurled it bnclc at the foe. Although lle wns 
hurned by tho hot shells ejecting from his wenpon, 11nc1 he 
was wounde(l by n grennde, he refused cvaeuntion nnd 
continued to fire on the nssnultlng force. As enemy nctlon 
!ncrensecl in tempo, his mael1ine gun was destroyed by n 
grenade but, undnunted, he grabbecl a carbine and con­
tinued his heroic defense until morhtllY wounded by n 
mortar burst. Corporal Pendleton's unfllncll!ng courage, 
gallant self-sucrlflce, nnrl ~onsummaf:e devo!:ion to cluty 
reflect lusting glory on himself nud uphold the finest tra­
clitlons of the mllitnry service, 
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This general order will be read to all c:c,:..ps r:.:.d '-ili ":-o:- posted conspicuously 
on the buUetin boards in each unit an.·a. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ABYY: 

OFFICIAL: 
JOHN A. KLEI~. 

Major General, Fnitfd Stat<:8 .-\rmy. 
The Adjutant Gcno·al. 

DISTRIB't"TIOX : 

Adirc Arm!,:_-\, 

)I. B. RIDGWAY,­
G,:-,ir.ral, ["nfted States Army, 

Chief of Staff. 

To Le di•tril,u,ed .-.1,. a m-ed-to-kn,:,.._. k,~is to all units and headquarters 
down to nul inc2t:.Jin::- c-omr,anies and listteries and to units and headquarters 
of c-omparab:e size and responsibility. 
XG a,;tl r.:S.-!R: B. 

To l>e distributed on a need-to-know basis to all units and headquarters 
d•nrn ro and including separate battalions (administrative) and to units 
anu headquarters of comparable size and responsibility. 
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