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GENERAT ORDERS DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 4 WasHINgTON 25, D. O, 18 January 1955

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the act of Congress
approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul, 48, 1918), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the
rigk of life above and beyond the eall of dutly iz awarded
pogthumously by the Department of the Army In the name
of the Congress to the following-named enlisted man:

Corporal Charles F. Pendleton (Service No.

}, Infantry, United States Army, n machine gunney
with Company D, 15th Infantry Regiment, 84 Infantry
Division, distinguished himsell by conspicuouns gallantry
and indomitable courage above and beyond the call of
duty in action against the enemy near Choe Gung-Dong,
Korea, on 18 and 17 July 1963, After consolidating and
establishing a defengive perimeter on a key terrain fea-
ture, friendly elements weve attacked by & large hostile
force. Corporal Pendleton delivered deadly accurate fire
into the approaching troops, killing approximately fifteen
and disorganizing the remainder with grenades. Unable
to protect the flanks hecause of the narrow confines of the
trench, he removed the machine gun from the tripod and,
exposed to enemy observation, positioned it on his knee
to Improve his fiving vantage. Observing a bhogtile in-
fantryman jumping into the position, intent on throwing
a grenade at his comeades, he whirled about and killed the
attneker, then inflicted such heavy casunlties on the enemy
force that they retreated to regroup, After reorganizing,
o gecond wave of hostile soldlers moved forward In an
attempt to overrun the position and, later, when a hostile
grenate landed mearby, Corporal Pendleton quickly re-
trieved and hurled it back at the foe, Although he was
burned by the hot shells ejecting from his weapon, and he
wag wounded by a grenade, he refused evacuvation and *
continued to fire on the assaulting force. As enemy action
ineressed in tempo, his machine gun was destroyed by a
grenade but, undaunted, he grabbed & carbine and con-
tinued his heroic defense until mortally wounded by a
mortar burst. Corpornl Pendleton’s unflinching courage,
gallant self-sncrifice, and consummate devotion to duty
reflect lasting glory on himself and uphold the finest tra-
ditions of the military service,
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This general order will be read to all trcops azd wiil e posted conspicuousty
on the bulletin boards in each unit area.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ABMY:

M. B. RIDGWAY,-
General, United States Army,
OFFICIAL: Chief of Staff.
JOHN A. KLEIN,
Major General, United Statcg Army.
The Adjutant General,

DISTRIBUTION 3

Active Armyus A

To te distributed o a need-to-know basis to all units and headquarters
dasen to and in linz companies and batteries and to nnits and headquarters
of comparabie size and responsibility.
NG aid USAR: B.

To Le distributed on a need-to-know basis to all units and headquarters
down 1o and including separate battalions (admipistrative) and to units
and headquarters of comparable size and responsibility.
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