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GENERAL Ommns} DIPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No, 2 ‘WasmINGToN 25, D, O, 11 Junuary 1955

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OT HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the act of Congress
approved 9 July 1018 (WD Bul. 43, 1918), the Medal of
Honor for congpleuous gallantry and intrepidity atb the
risk of life above and beyond the eall of duty iz awarded
posthumensly by the Departinent of the Army in the name
of the Conpress to the following-named enlisted man:

Corporal Charles L, Gililland, (Service No.

), (then Private Pirst Class), Infautry, United
States Army, o member of Company I, 7th Infantry Regl-
ment, 3d ‘Infantry Divislon, distingnished himself by
congpicuous gallantry and outstanding courage ahove and
beyoud the call of duly in action against the enemy near
Tongmang-ni, Korea, on 26 April 1061, A numerically
guperior hogtile foree lamnehed a coordinated assault
againgt his company perimeter, the brunt of which was
directed up o defile covered by his aulomatic rifle. His

* agsistant wam killed by enemy fire hut Corporal @illiland, *

facing the full force of the agsaull, powred o steady five
into the foe which ptemmed the onslaught. When two
enemy soldiers escaped hig vaking fire and infiltrated the
seefor, he leaped from hig foxhole, overtook and killed
them hoth with hig plstol. Suvslaining a serlous head
wornd in thig daring explolt, Corporal Gilliland vefused
medical attention and returned to his emplacement to con~
tinue hig defense of the vitnl defile.  YTis unlt was ovdered
back to new defensive posilions but Corporal Gillitend
volunteered to remain to cover the withdrawal and hold
the enemy at bay. Iig heroic actions and indomitable
devotion to duty prevented the enemy from completely
overrunning hig company positlons. Corporal Qilliland’s
Ineredible valor and supreme suerifice veflect lasking glory
upon hlmsel! and nre in keeping with the honored tradi-
tiong of the military service,
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspicuously
on the bulletin hoards in each unit area.

BY ORDER OF THE SHCRETARY OF THE ARMY !

M, B. RIDGWAY,
Qeneral, United States Army,
QFFICIAY: Ondef of Stafl.
JOHN A. XKLEIN,
Major General, United Statos Army,
The Adjutant General.

DIgTRIBUTION |

Active Army: A

To be distributed on a need-to-know basis to a1l wnits and headguartery
down to and including companies and batteries and to units and headguarters
of comparable size and responsibility,
NG and US4AR: B

To be distributed on a need-to-know basis to all units and henadguarters
down to and Including separaie battalions (administrative) and fo units and
headquarters of comparable size and respongibility,
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