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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
By direction of the President, under the act o:f Congress 

approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 48, 1918), the Medal 'of 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded 
by the Department of the Army in the name of the Con­
gress to the following-named enlisted man: 

Private First Class E1-nest B. 1Vest 
, Infantry, United States Army, a member 

of Company L, 14th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry 
Division, distingn!shed himself by conspicuous gallantry 
above and beyond the call of duty in action against the 
enemy near Sataeri, Korea, on 12 October 1952. He vol­
untarily accompanied a contingent to locate and destroy 
a reported enemy outpost. Nearing the objective, the 
patrol was ambushed and suffered numerous casualties. 
Observing his wounded leader lying in an eXJ.Josed posi­
tion, Private West ordered the troops to withdraw, then 
braved intense fire to reach and assist him. While at­
tempting evacuation, he was attacked by three hostile 
soldiers employing grenades and small-arms fire. Quickly 
shifting his body to shelter the officer, he killed the as­
sailants with his rifle, then carried the helpless man to 
safety. Be was critically wounded and lost an eye in 
this action, bnt courageously returned through withering 
fire and bursting shells to assist the wounded. While 
evacuating two comrades, he closed with and killed three 
more of the foe. Private West's indomitable spirit, con­
summate valor, and intrepid actions inspired all who 
observed him, reflect the highest credit on himself, and 
uphold the honored traditions of the mllltary service. 
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This genel'nl order will be rend to nll troops nnd will be posted conspicuously 
on the bulletin boards In each unit nren. 

BY ORDEI\ OF 1'IIE Sn:CREI'Al\Y Oll' THE All:MY: 

OFFICIAL: 

WM. E. BERGIN, 
Major Generai, United, States Armv, 

'l'lio Adjutant Genera!. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

M. B, RIDGWAY, 
General, United, States Annv, 

Chief of swg. 
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