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- GENERAL Ommns} DEPARTMENT OF THR ARMY
No. 83 - ‘WasnineToN 25, D. G., 2 November 1953

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR :

By direction of the President, under the act of Congress
approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 43, 1018), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk
of life ahove and beyond the call of duty iy awarded by the
Department of the Army in the name of Congress to the
following-named enlisted man: )

Sergeant Devid B, Bleok
Army Medical Service, United States Army, a member of
the Medical Company, 2281 Infantry Regiment, 40th
Infantry Division, distinguighed himself by conspicuous
gallantry and indomitable courage ahove and beyond the
call of duty in action against the enemy in the vicinity
of Minari-gol, Korea, on 14 June 1952. As a medical
aldman, he volunteered to accompany & reconngissance
patrol committed to engage the enemy and capture a
prisoner for interrogation. Forging up the rugged slope
of the key terrain, the group was subjected to inténse
automatic weapons and small arms fire and suffered
several casualties. After administering to the wounded,
ha continued to advance with the patrol. Nearing the

’ military crest of the hill, while attempting to cross the
fireswept area to attend the wounded, he came under
hostile fire from a small group of the enemy concealed
in a trench. ¥ntering the trench, he closed wi}h the
enemy, killed two with bare hands and a third with his
trench knife. Moving from the emplacement, he saw a
concussion grenade fall in front of a companion and,
quickly shifting his position, shielded the man from the
impact of the blast. Later, while administering to the
wounded, he was struck by a hostile bullet but, despite the
wound, he undertook to evacuate a wounded comrade.
As he maved down the hill with his heavy burden, he was

: attacked by two enemy soldlers with fixed bayonets.
Closing with the aggressors, he grabbed them and smashed
their heads together, then carried his helpless comrade
down the hilt to safety. Sergeant Bleak's dauntless cour-
age and intrepid actions reflect utmost credit' on himself
and are in keeping with the honored traditions of the ‘
military service.
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspicuously
on the bulletin boards in each unit area.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY :

M. B. RIDGWAY,
General, United States drmy,
OFFICIAL ! Ohdef of Steff.
WM, B. BERGIN,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant Qeneral,
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