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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
By direction of the President, under the act of Congress 

approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 48, 1918), the Medal of 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by the 
Depa1-tment of tbe Army in the name of Congress to the 
following-named enllsted man : 

Sergeant David B. Bleak 
Army Medical Service, United States Army, a member of 
the Medical Company, 228d Infantry Regiment, 40th 
Infantry Division, distinguished himself by conspicuous 
gallantry and Indomitable courage above and beyond the 
call of duty ln action against the enemy in the vicinity 
of Minari-gal, Korea, on 14 June 1952. As a medical 
aidman, he volunteered to accompany a reconnaissance 
patrol committed to engage the enemy and capture a 
11rlsoner for interrogation. Forging up the rugged slope 
of the key terrain, the group was subjected to intense 
automatic weapons and small arms fire and suffered 
Reveral casualties. After administering to the .:wounded, 
11e continued to advance with the patrol. Nearing the 
military crest of the hill, while attempting to cross the 
flreswept area to attend the wounded, he came under 
1wstile fire from n small group of the enemy concealed 
ln a trench. Entering the trench, he closed with the 
enemy, killed two with bare hands and a third with hi~ 
trench Jm!fe. Moving from the emplaeement, he saw a 
concussion grena c1e fall in front of a companion antl, 
quickly shifting his position, shielded the man from the 
lmpact of tlie blast. Later, while administering to tlle 
woundecl, he was struck by a hostile bullet but, despite tlie 
wound, he undertook to evacuate a wounded comrade. 
1\s he moved down the hill with his heavy burden, he was 
attacked by two enemy soldiers with fixed bayonets. 
Closing witl1 tile aggressors, he grabbed them and sroasbed 
thelt- heads together then carried his helpless comrade 
,lown the hill to safety. Sergeant Bleak's dauntless cour• 
a 0 ·e anc1 intrepid actions reflect utmost credit on himself 
a~d are in keeping with the honored traditions of the 
mlli tary service. 
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This general order will be rend to nil tl'oops nnd will be posted conspicuously 
on tile bulletJn boards In each unit nren. 

DY ORDER or THE SEO!lffAl\Y Oil' 'l'ln: AnMY: 

OFFICIAL! 

WM. E. BERGIN, 
Major General, United. Stale, Anny, 

The Ailf11tunt General. 

M. n. RIDGWAY, 
General, U11iteit States Armv, 

Ohtef of Staff. 
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