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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * By cl!rectlo11 of the President, under the act of Congress 
approved 0 July 1018 (WD Bul. 48; 1918), tlle Medal. 
of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
rislt of llfe above and heyond the call of duty is nwnrdecl 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in tl1e 
name of the Cong1:ess, to . the follow!ng-µaµied enlisted 
man: 

Corpo1•al Lestar Hammond, Jr. 
Infantry, United States Army, a radio op.. 

erator with Company A, 187tl1 Airborne Regimental Com, 
bat Team, c11stlngu!slled himself by conspicuous gallantry 
nnd outstanding courage above and beyond the call of 
duty in action against tile enemy near Kumwha, Korea, 
on 14 August 1052. Corporal ·Hammona was a memher 
of a six-man rcconnalssnnce patrol which had penetrated 
npproxlma tely 3,tiOO yards into enemy-helcl territory. 
Aml:mslted and partially surrounded by n large hostile 
force, tile small g1•oup opeue(l fl1•e, then quickly withdrew 
up a narrow ravine In search of protective cover. De­
spite n wound sustained in the initial exchange of fire 
and imminent danger of being overrun by the numerically 
superior foe, he refused to seek shelter and, remaining in 
an ex11osecl 11lace, called for artillery fire to support a de­
fensive nct!on. Constantly vulnerable to enemy observa­
tion and action, be coordinated and directed crippling fire 
on the assail an ts, Inflicting hen vy casualties and repulsing 
several attempts to overrun friendly positions. Although 
wounded 11 second time, he remained steadfast and maln­
talned his stand nnt!l mortnlly wounded. His indomita­
ble fighting spil'lt set an Inspiring example of valor to his 
coml'ades and, through his actions, tile onslaught was 
stQmmed, enabling a friendly platoon to reach the belea­
guered patrol, evacuate the wounded, and effect a safe 
withdrawal to friendly lines. Corporal Hammond'• un­
filnch!ng coumge and consummate de~otion to duty re­
flect lasting glory on himself and uphold the finest tradl• 
tlons of the military service. 
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1'h1/-! gcih\il.11ti dr\J:er wllf be hind fir iAit1troops nnd wlll lle posted conspleuoustf: 
ou tl1e bulletiu Q~~r1f i,lp ,eaq,lj f~it. o.,·~.fl• · 

By OllDEU OF TlIE SEOUJJ;TAllY OF '£HE .AltMY : 

O!rFI0IAL; 

WM. Jil .. cBIDRGIN, 
,lfajor General, ·Vnitea mates, Arm11, 

The .MJ,Ju.tant GillH)'/'((/i, 

DIS1'UillU1'ION : ' 

'r\l". B. IllDGWAY, 
Gcna!'al, United, >':lta.tcs ll:1·m·11, 

Oliief of Staff'. 
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