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GENERAL Onmms} DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 42 WasminNeToN 25, D. C, 12 May 1958

DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION--Citation of units Sectlon

MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION—Awards, 0

I1..DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION.—As authorized by Executive Order
9396 (sec, I, WD Bul 22, 1048}, superseding Rxecutive Order 9075 (sec. 11X, WD
Bul 11, 1942), citation of the following uniis in the general orders indicated ‘is
confirmed in accordance with AR 220-318 in the name of the President of the
United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinetion. The citations
read ns follows:

1. The I8t Battalion, 328& Infantry Repiment, Yih Infantry Division, and Com-

- pany I and Oompany G, 81t Infuntry Regiment, attached are cited for outstand-
ing performance of duty and extraordinary herolsm in action against the enemy
in the vieinity of Xumbwa, Korea, during 'the period 15 to 20 October 1952,
Although it had suffered heavy casualties in an engagement the previous night,
the battalion was ordered ‘on 15 October 1952 to attack and sécure an lmportant
enemy-held hill mass. Despite a heavy barrage of enemy artillery and mortar
fire and adverse weather conditions, the battalion sucéeeded in taking a part of
the objective after a viclons'struggle. When the forwaxrd unit of the battalion .
was forced to willidraw because of heavy casualites, the battalion quickly re-
organized and eutrenched on the initial objectives. Throughout the night, the
battalion withstood continued enemy attacks. On the morning of 18 October
1952, the battalion launched an assault which ended in the eapture of another
vital section of the hill. 'That night, the battalion constantly fought at close
range enemy troops who crawled from caves and funnéls into which they had
heen dtiven during the day attack, The following morning, the battalion was
withdrawn to a reserve arca for reorganization, but 2 days later was in the
battle agald and ultimately succeeded in securing all objectives. The Ist Bat-
talion, 824 Infantry Regiment, 7% Infantry Division, and Conipany I and Oom-
pany G, $1st Infantry Regiment, attached, displayed such outstanding tenacity
and determination in accomplishing ity hazardous mission as to set it apart from
and sbove other units participating in the action. The extraordinary heroism
and selflesy devotion to duty exhibited by the membery of this battalion and at-
tached units reflect great credit on themselves and are in keeping with the finest
traditions of the military service of the United States. (General Orders 418,
Headguarters, Dighth United States Army, Koree, 23 April 1958.)

2. The 1t Rignal COompany, early on D-Day, 6 June 1944, landed with asgault
troops on the invasion beaeh, Normandy, France, with the vital mission of
establishing and maintaining communieations from shove to ship and, on shore,
to all Ist United Stotes Infantry Division units and attached. In the face of
intense artiliery, mortar, and small-nrms fire, personnel of the company, display-
ing indomitable cournge, determination, and sustaining many casualties, carried
indispensable equipment ashore through treacherous underwater obstacles and
extensive mine fields without loss of o major item. Siill under heavy five, they
immediately set up and operated radios nnd a message center, establishing cor-
munications with ships and assauli- troopy, thereby facliltating the Seizure of
beuchhead obiecttves. Whe crows ‘quickly and’ unhesitatingly proceeded
thxough Jine’ flelds and under contmuous enemy artillery, mortar, and small-
armg fire to 1oy and malntain ihe vaision s wire net to units fghting thelr way
inland. Men of the detachments const antly moved back and forth along the ex-
posed beach, valneruble to the continuing intense bavrage, carrying vitally needed
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equipment above the water line. When an LST loaded to capacity with valusble
gignal equipment wag damaged and slowly sinking as a resnlt of an attempted
landing under heavy artillery and moritar five, the officers and men of the fat
Rignat Oompany dauntlessly accomplished the incredible feat of successfully
trangferring all londed vehicler, equipment, and pergonnel to another L8T in
open, rough sea. The communications syrstem established and maintained by the
18t Signal Company enabled the Division to fAght a decisive, coordinated batile
during the critical hours of the inifial assaunlt and contributed invaluable aid to
the successful Allied invasion of France. When the Divislon, on 26 July, broke
through the German lines in the vielnity of Marigny, France, the speed with
which combat teams moved made it necessary for wire sections to lay communi-
cation lines aggressively and with unprecedented speed to front-line positions,
Despite coniinuous and heavy enemy artillery and small-arms five, the 18t Signal
Uompany persistently 1aid and maintained wire in exposed positions, Through-
out hours of darkness, without rest or normal preparation, under air attack, and
gsubjected to ambush by isolated and well-concenled groups of enemy, the men lald
and patrolled wire lines with such technieal gkill and courage that at all tlmes
the Division commander controlled and employed the Division by telephone,
The break-through developed swiffly Into a driving pursuit of the disorganized
enemy.  For 8 weeks, signal company messengers, sugtaining many casualties,
traveled hundreds of miles through uncleared, unfamillar, and heavily mined
terrain subjected to attacks from patrolg and sunipers. Despiie the most trying
conditions of fatigue, enemy action, and dispersion of units, the messengers,
message center, and radio personnel with grim determination, courage, and skill
maintained perfect communieationy, The pursult culminated during the early
days of September in the “Battle of Mong” Belgium, where the 1st United
States Infantry Division annihilated or captured an enemy force estimated aga
corps. 'The Divislon’s success at Mons wag greatly facilitated by the communi-
cations system operated by the st Signal Company, There were no front lines
and the resulling fluld situation led to sudden flerce encouniers with the enemy
in rear areas, which added to the technical difficulties of the company’s already
hazardous task. With great staming, eourage, and skill, the company efficiently
and with incredible speed installed and operated the communications net which
materially aided the combat teams to destroy and prevent the enemy from fully
manning the Siegfried Line, thereby paving the way for subseguent penetration
of the defense south of Aachen, Germany, During the heavy fighting for
Aachen, the Ist Signal Company maintained superb communientions among
widely dispersed units, although the enemy continuousty launched desperate and
stubborn counterattacks against the Division's constricting ring around the
city. . After the capture of Aachen, on 20 October, in the attack through the
Hurigen Forest during the month of November, the 18t Signal Company, despite
the most concentrated artillery and mortar five yel experienced, fogether with
exiremely inclement weather, continued to produce supevior communications,
On 17 December, after the German break-through into the Ardeunes, the le
Bignat Company preceded the Division to Sourbrodi, Belgium, Unhesitatingly
and fearlessly traveraing territory held by enemy paratroopers and braving the
devastating effect of hostile artillery fire and imminent attack by tanks, the
company, in total darkness, swiftly installed and conlinuously maintained com-
munications so that from the moment of arrival all units of the Division were
under perfect control and polsed for any eventuality. This determined and fear-
less action enabled the Division to quickly seize and control vital terrain features
on the northern shoulder of the German bulge and to hold firm against sustained
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efforts of vastly superior enemy forces to exploit the early success of the break-
through, Throughout all major engagements of the 1st United States Infantry
Divislon, the officers and men of the Jst Signal Company demonstrated guperb
acts of courage, personal sacrifice, superior technical skill, fortitude, and deter-
minatlon in successfully accomplishing all missions with the highest eficiency.
Thelr exemplary performance of duty, fine esprit de corps, and outstanding
achievements in the most adverse circumstances contributed Immeasurably to
the corabat success of the Division and are in keeping with the highest traditions
of the Army of the United States. (This citation is for the perlod 6 June 1044
to 25 January 1945, Inclusive.) (General Orders 152, Headguariers, 18t United
States Infuntry Division, 1B August 1946.)

H..MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION By direction of the Secretary
of the Army, under AR 220-816, the Meritorious Unit Commendation is awarded
to the following unitg of the United States Army for exceptionally meritorions
conduct in the performance of outstanding service during the periods indicated.
The citations read asg follows:

1. The 10th 8pecial Services Company (third award) is cited for exceptionally
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services in support of
combat operations In Xorea during the period 1 August 10562 to 28 February 1858.
The company continuously provided the highest type of entertainment to troops
throughout the command, Often functioning under adverse field conditions and
handicapped by loss of key personnel, the company succeeded in maintaining the
high quality of its performances and coutributed o the mnaintenance of troop
morale, The 20th Specinl Services Oompany dlsplayed guch outstanding devotion
to duty in the performance of unusually difficult tasks as to set it apart from and
above other units with similar missions, The deterinlnation, loyalty, and esprit
de corps exhibited by the members of this company reflect great credit op them-
selves and the military service of the United States. (General Orders 336, Head-
quarters, Bighth United Siates Army, Eoren, 16 April 1958.)

2. The 536th Transportetion Truck Oompany is cited for exceptionally meri-
torious conduet in {he performance of outstanding services in support of combat
operations in Korea during the period 17 November 1951 to 30 June 1882, Newly
activated, the organization achleved a superior record in tfransporting vitally
needed supplies to forward army supply points over rough and hazardous moun-
tain ronds under extremely adverse conditions. Because of the acute shortage
of pergonnel, it was often necessary for drivers to remain on the road from 36 to
48 hours without sleep, Im transporting thousands of tons of vital supplies to
the front, the company vehicles traveled a total of 1,860,801 miles for a total of
4,247,284 ton-miles. Within a perlod of 43 days, the company set and improved
the tonnage record of the battalfon four times. The §36¢0 Transportetion Truck
Oompany displayed such outstanding devotion to duty in the performance of
unusually difficult tasks as to set it apart from and above other units with similar
missions. The determination, loyalty, and esprit de corps exhibited by the mem-
bers of this company reflect great credit on themselves and the military service
of the United States. (General Orders 890, Headquarters, Bighth Uniled Siaies
Army, Korea, 15 April 1958.)
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BY ORDER OF THE SEORETARY OF THE ARMY:

OryI0TAL J, LAWTON COLLINS
WM. K. BERGIN Olilef of Staff, United States Army
Major General, USA
The ddjutant General

DISTRINUTION §
According to requirements submitted on DA AGO Torm 12,

TAGO 38548

U, B, GOVERNMENT PRINTING ORPICE: 1852



