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DEPAR'.r:M:ENT OF THE ARMY 
W ASIII?i'GTON 25, D, C., 12 May 1953 

DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION-Cltnt!on of unltS----------------------- Sect!o~ 
MERITORIOUS UNIT Cfi'.A.TION-.A.wards____________________________ ll 

l •• DISTINGUJSJIED UNIT CJTATION,-As authorized by Executive Order 
9896 (sec. I, WD Bui 22, 1048), superseding Executive Order 9075 (sec, III, WD 
Bui 11, 1942), cita tlon of the following units in the general orclers indicated ls 
confirmed In accorclnnce with AR 220-315 in the name of the Presldent of the 
United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The citations 
read as follows : 

l. The 1st Bat-talion, SM Infantry Regiment, 'l'tli Intanti-v Di11ision, and aom­
pany I aina Oompanv G, 31st Infantry Reviment, attached are c!tec1 for outstand• 
!ng performance of c1uty nnc1 extraordinary bcroisn1 in action against the enemy 
in the vicinity of Kmnhwa, Korea, during 'the period 15 to 20 October 1952. 
Although it had suffered heavy casnalties In an engagement the previous night, 
the battalion waa ordered 'on iii October 1952 to attack and secure nn important 
enemy-held hill mass. Despite a heavy barrage of enemy artillery and mortar 
fire anc1 adverse weather conditions, tile bnttnllon succeeded in taking a part of 
the objective after a vicious struggle. When the forward unit of the battalion 
was forced to withdraw because of heavy casuaUtes, the battalion quickly re• 
organlied and e.ntrenchecl on the iilitlul objectives, Throughout the night, the 
battallon withstood cont!nuecl enemy attaclrs. On the morning of 16 October 
1952, the battallon Jaunchetl an assault which ended in the capture of another 
vital section of the hill. Tbat night, the battalion constantly fought at close 
range enemy troops who crawled from caves and tunnels into which they had 
been driven during the day attack. The following morning, the battalion was 
withdrawn to a reserve area for reorgau!zation, but 2 days later was in the 
battle 11gnli:i and 1.1ltimately succeeded in securing all objectives. The 1st Bat• 
talion, sza Infantr11 Regiment, 7W I11fantq1 Divi.~ion, and Oompa1111 I and Oom­
panv G, S1at InfantriJ Regimmit, attached, displnyed such outstanding tenacity 
and determination ln accompllshing Its hazarilous mission as to set it apart from 
and above other units participating In the action. The extraordinary heroism 
and selfless devotion to duty exh!biterl by the me1n!Jo1·s of this battalion nnc1 at­
tached units reflect great credit on themselves and are in keeping with the flnest 
traditions of the mm tary service of the United States. ( General Orders 4111l, 
Headquarters, li/iglitli United States Amw, Korea, es Ar,rii 1953.) 

2. The 1st Signal Oornpanv, e11rly on D-Day, 6 June 1044, landed with assault 
troops on the invasion beacll, Normandy, France, with the vital mission of 
establlshing and mnlntaining communlcnt!ons from sho1·e to ship and, on shore, 
to all ist United States Infantry Divlslcm units aucl attached. In the face of 
intense art11lery, mortar, and small-arms fire, personnel of the company, display­
Ing lnc1omltable courage, cletermination, and sustaining many casualties, carried 
indispensable equipment ashore through treacherous underwater obstucles and 
extensive mine fields wltJ:iout loss o:C a major item. Still under heavy :lire, they 
immediately set up nnd opertitOd radios nnd n message center, estnhllshing com­
munications wlth ships nnc1 ass1it1lt troops, thereby fucllitating tile seizure of 
beachhead objectli'es. Wire crews quickly and unhesitntingly proceeded 
thropgb .mine l'lelds a11t1 rmder continuous enem, artillery, mortar, and small• 
arms· fire to I11y and maintain i:11e Division's wlre net to units fighting their way 
lnlaml. iren of the detachments co1istaillly movec1 back and forth along tile ex­
posed bench, v1!lne1'able to the, contlnulng intense bnr1·age, carrying vitally needed 
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equlprnent above the ,vater line. When an LST loaded to capacity with valuable 
signal equipment was damaged and slowly sinking as a result of an attempted 
landing unde1· heavy artillery and mortar fire, the officers and :men of the 1et 
.SignaZ Oompanv dauntlessly accomplished the incredible feat of successfully 
transferring all loaded vehicles, equipment, and personnel to another LST in 
open, rough sea. The communications system establlshed nn(l maintained by the 
18t S-lgnaZ Oompanv enabled the Division to fight a decisive, coordinated battle 
during the critical hours of the initial assault 1mcl contributed invaluable aid to 
the successful Allied invasion of. France. When the Division, 011 20 July, broke 
through the German lines in the vicinity of Ilfal'!gny, Fmnce, the speed with 
whlch combat teams moved made it necessary for wire sections to lny communi­
cation lines aggressively ancl with unprecedented speed to front-line positions. 
Despite co11tlnt1ot1s and heavy enemy artillery and small-arms tire, the 1st Signal 
Oomrianv pe1·s!stent1y laid and maintained wfre in exposed positions. Through­
out hours of darkness, without rest or normnl prepnrat!on, under 11lr attack, and 
subjected to ambush by isolated and well-coucenled groups of enemy, the men laid 
and patrolled wire lines with such technical skill and courage tlmt at all tlme8 
the Division commander controlled and employed tho Division by telephone. 
The b:renk-through developed swiftly into a driving pursuit of tile cllsorgnnlzed 
enemy. For S weeks, slgnal company messengers, sm1t11lnlng mnny casunltles, 
traveled hundreds of miles through uncleared, unfamiliar, nntl l1eavlly mined 
terrain subjected to attacks from patrols and sxlipoi:s. Despitll the most trying 
conditions of fatigue, enemy action, and dispersion of nn!ts, the messengers, 
message center, and radio personnel with grim determination, courage, and skill 
maintained perfect communications. The pursuit culminated during the early 
days of September in the "Battle oe Mons," Belgium, whe1·e the 1st United 
States Infnntl•y Division annihilated or captm•od an enemy force estimated ns a 
co1·ps. The Dlvlslon's success at Mons wns greatly fttc!Jitatecl by the communi­
cations system operated by th11 1st Siunai Oompanv. There were no front lines 
and the resulting fluid situation led to sudden fierce encounters with the enemy 
in rear areas, which ac1ded to the technical di:l!lcult!P.s of t:he company's 1tlrea(ly 
hazardous task. With great stamina, courage, and sklll, the company efficiently 
and with incredible speed instnlled and operated tbe cornmun!.catlons net which 
materially aided the combat teams to c1esti•oy and prevent the enemy from fully 
manning the Siegfried Line, thereby paving tlie way for aubsequent penetration 
of the defense south of Aachen, Germany, During the heavy flgl1tlng tor 
Aachen, the 18t SiunaZ Oom,pany maintained superb communications amoug 
widely dispe1·sed trnits, although the enemy continuously launched desperate and 
stubborn counterattacks against the Division's constricting 1•ing around !he 
city. After the capture of Attchen, on 20 October, in the attack thl'Ough t11e 
I:Iurtgen Forest dnring the month of November, the tet S·l{Jnai 00111,pany, despite 
!:he most concentrated artillery and mortar fire yet exparleuced, togetllel' with 
extremely inclement weather, continued to procluce superior communicatio!lll, 
On 17 December, after the German hreal,-through into the Ardeunes, the 1st 
Sipno,Z Oompanv preCBded the Division to Sourbrodt, lielglmn, Unhesitatingly 
and fearlessly trnveraiug territory helc1 by enemy paratroopers nud braving the 
devastating effect of hostile artlllery fire an(l imminent attaclc by tanks, the 
company, in total darkness, swiftly installed and continuously maintained com• 
munications so that from the moment of arrival all units of the Division were 
under perfect control and poised for any eventuality. 'l:his detel'minod and fenr• 
less action enabled the Division to quickly seize and control vital terrain features 
on the northern shoulder of the German bulge and to hold firm against sustained 
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efforts o:f vastly superior enemy forces to exploit the early success of the break• 
through. Thro11ghont all major engagements o:f the 1st United States Infantry 
Division, the officers and men of the 1st Signal Oompanv demonstrated superb 
acts of courage, personal sacrifice, superior technical sldll, :fo1·titude, and deter­
mination In successfully accompUshlng all missions with the highest efflc!ency, 
Their exemplary pel'formance of duty, flne esprit de corps, and outstandmg 
achievements in the most adverse circumstances contributed lmmeaslll'ably to 
the combat success of the Division and are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the Army of the Unitecl States. (Thls citation is for the period (l June 1944 
to 25 January 19415, inclusive.) (General Ordera 1.52, Headgum·tera, Jet U1iited 
Bta,te8 Infantry Di'ViJJion, 12 .d.ugust 1945,) 

11 •• MEIUTORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION.-By direction of the Secretary 
of the Army, uncler AR 220-815, the Meritorious Unit Commendation ill awarded 
to the following units of the United States Army for exceptionally meritorious 
conduct In the performance o:t outstanding service during the periods indicated. 
The citations rend as follows: 

1. The 10t1• Spec,la! Services Oompany (third award) is cited :tor e:x:ceptlonally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services in support of 
combat operations ln Km·ea during tbe period 1 August 1952 to 28 February 1953. 
Tbe company continuously provided the highest type of entertainment to troops 
throughout the command. Often functioning under adverse fleld conditions and 
handicapped by loss of key personnel, the company succeeded in maintaining the 
hlgh quality o:f its performances and contributed to the maintenance of troop 
morale. The 10th Speaiai Service, Oornpany displayed such outstanding devotion 
to duty in tbe performance of \mnstially difficult tasll:a as to set it apart from and 
above other units with simllar missions. The cletermlnation, loyalty, and esprit 
de corps exhibited by the members of this <:ompany 1•ef!ect great credit on them­
selves and the m1litary service of the United States. (General Orders 896, Heailr 
quarters, E-tr/hth Unitea Statea A.rmv, Korea, 16 A.pril 1958,) 

2. The 586fh, Transportation, Truolo Oompanv ls cited for exceptionally meri­
torioua conduct in the performance of outstanding services in support of combat 
operations in Korea during the period 17 November 1951 to 30 June 1952. Newly 
activated, the organization achieved a superior record in transporting vitally 
needed supplies to forward army supply points over rough and hazardous moun­
tain roads under extremely adverse conditions. Because of the ncute shortage 
of personnel, it was often necessary for drivers to remain on the rond from 36 to 
48 hours without sleep, In transporting thousands of tons of vltal supplies to 
the front, the company vehicles traveled a total of 1,860,691 miles for a total of 
4,247,234 ton-miles. Within a period of 43 days, the company set and improved 
the tonnage record o:f the battalion :four times. The IJ86tlt Transportation Truck 
Oompanv displayed such outstanding devotion to duty in the performance of 
unusually difficult tasks as to set it apart :from and above other units with similar 
missions. The determination, loyalty, and esprit de corps exhibited by the mem• 
bers of this company reflect great credit on themselves and the military servlce 
of the United States. (General oraers 890, Heaaquartm·a, :Bi(lkth Unitea States 
A.1·m11, Korea, 15 A.p1•ii i958.) 
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BY ORDER Oil' TilJ: SJWlill:'r.A.IIY OF Tllll: AllMY : 

0JJ'l1IOIA.L ; 

WM. Jll. BERGIN 
]l(ajor General, US.ti. 
The .t1.tZ}1ttant GQne1·aZ 

DISTRIDUTION : 

J, LAWTON COLLINS 
Oltief of Staff, U11itea States 1rm11 
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