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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
By direction of the President, under the net of Oougrlll!s 

npproved 9 July 1918 (WD Bu!, 43, 1918), the hleclal of 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of life above aml beyond the call of duty ls awarded 
posthumously by the Department of tho Army !n tte nnme 
of the Congress to tile following-nnmecl enlisted mnn: 

Corporal Wmiam Ji'. Lttcl! (Service No. US . ·), 
Infanti•y, Army of the Uuited States, a member of Com­
pany F, 17th Infmitl·y Regiment, 7th Infnntry Division, 
distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry ancl out• 
standing courage above and beyond the call of duty in 
action against tlrn enemy near Chup'a-l'l, Koreit, on 31 
August 1951. When his platoon leacler wns killed, 
Corporal L11e!l assmned command ancl lecl his unlt lo an 
assault on strongly fortilled enemy positions located on 
conunancllng terrain. When il!s platoon came under 
vicious, raking fire which lmlte<I the forward moi-emeut, 
Corporal liye!l selzed a 57-mm recoilless rifle mH1 unhesi­
tatingly moved ahead to n suitable firing 11osltlon from 
which he delivered dendly, accurate fire, completely de­
stroying an enemy bunker nncl k!ll!ng its occupants. He 
then returned to llls platoon and was resuming the assn ult 
when the unit was again subjeetecl to intense hostile fil'e 
from two other bunkers. Disregarding his Personal safety 
a11cl nrmecl with grenades, he charged fol'warcl hurling 
grenades into one of the enemy emplacements. Although 
painfully wounded in this action he pressed on, destroying 
the bunker an(l k!lling six of the foe. He then continued 
hls attaek against n third enemy position, throwing gre­
nades us J1e ran forward, unnlhllating four e11emy soldiers. 
Ile then led his 11latoon to the north slope of the hill where 
l)ositlons were occupled from which effective 1lre was de• 
liverecl against tile enemy in support of fr!enclly troops 
moving np. Fearlessly exposing himself to enemy 1lre, he 
continuously moved about clirectlng nnil enco11mglng his 
men until he wus mol'tally wounded by enemy mortar fire. 
Co1•poral L11eU's extraordinary heroism, indomitable cour­
age, and aggressive Ieadershl11 reflect great credit on lllrn­
solf an,I are in keeping with the highest trndltlons ot the 
milltary servl~e.. 
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,~is general order wlll be read to all troova aucl wilt he po!!tl!d cons11icuous1y 
on tlle bulletin boards in each unit area. 

BYOllflEll OJI S!IORETABY Qli' Tirl!l ARMY: 

bli'll'J:ou.r..: 
1 

Wlvf. l!J. BERGIN 
M:ajorGrmeraZ, USA 
The Actjittant General 
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J. LAW'l'QN COLLINS 
OMet of Eta:ff, United, States Ann'/{ 
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