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W AS.!IINGTCN 25, D. o., /J September 195% 

AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
By direction of the President, under the act of Congress 

approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 43, 1918), the Medal ot 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and Intrepidity at the 
risk of lite above and beyond the call Of duty ill awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the .A.nny ln tbe name 
of the CongreB!I to the following-named enlisted man: 

Sergeant LeR011 A. Mendonca 
Infantry, United States Army, a member of Company B. 
7th Infantry Regiment, 8d Infantry Division, dlstln• 
gulshed himself by conspicuous gallantry above and be­
yond the call of duty In action against the enemy near 
Ohicb-on, Korea, on 4 July 1051. .After his platoon, in an 
exhaustive fight, had captured Hill 586, the newly won 
positlons were assaulted during tbe night by a numerl­
caUy superior enemy force. When the 1st Platoon pos:i• 
tlons were outflanked and under great pressure, and the 
platoon was ordered to wit.lu:lraw to a secondary line of 
detense, Sergeant Mendonca voluntarily remained in an 
expoaed position and covered the platoon's Withdrawa.J.. 
.Although under murderous enemy fire, Sergeant Mmt4<nlca 
fired his weapon and hurled grenades at the onrushing 
enemy until his supply ot ammunltlon wu exhausted.. 
Sergeant Menaonca :tought on clubbing with his rlfle 11.11d 
using bis bayonet, until he was mort.any wounded. After 
the action, it was estimated that Sergeant Mendonca had 
accounted tor 37 enemy casual.ties. Sergeant M~•• 
daring actions stalled the crushing assault, protectlng the 
platoon's withdrawal to secondary positions, and enabling 
the entire unit to repel tbe enemy attack and retain po&­

Se!lllion of the vltal hilltop position. Bergeant M~'• 
extraordinary gallantry and exemplary valor are in keep­
ing '\Vith the highest traditions of the United States .A.rtny. 
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspleaousl7 
011 the bulletin boards in each unit area. 

BY OBDEJ! OF TRE SECJUCTAnY OF TEtE AIIMY: 

OITICL\I.: 
WM, E. BERGIN 
MaJt>r Generai, US.A 
The .atlj!Jto,nt General 

J. LA. WTON COLLINS 
Chief of Sta'ft', Unite4 States Anny 

V. S. 80YHNKlllT PAINTlNC OFflCts IHI 


