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GENERAL Oxmm} DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 58 Wasarxnorox 25, D. 0, 18 June 1952

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the act of Congress
approved 9 July 1018 (WD Bul 48, 1018), the Medal of
Honor for conspicnous gallantry and intrepidity st the
risk of life gbove and beyond the call of dnty is awarded
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name
of the Congress to the following-named enlisted man:

Private First Clasy Herbert K. Pililaau {Service No.

)}, Infantry, United States Army, a member of
Company C, 234 Infantry Regiment, distinguished him-
self by conspicuous gallantry and outstanding courage
above and beyond the call of duty in action against the
enemy near Pls-ri, Korea, on 17 September 1951, The
enemy scnt wave after wave of fanatical troops against
his platoon which held a key terrain feature on “Heart-

* break Ridge.” Valiantly defending its position, the unit ﬁ
repulsed each attack until ammunition became practically
exhausted and it was ordered to withdraw to a new posi-
tion. Voluntarily remaining behind to cover the with-
drawal, Private Pililaau fired his automatic weapon into
the ranks of the assallants, threw all his grenades, and,
with ammunition exhausted, closed with the foe in hand-
to-hand combat, courageously fighting with his trench
knife and bare flsts until finally cvercome and mortally
wounded. When the position was subsequently retaken,
more than 40 enemy dead were counted in the area he bad
* so valiantly defended. Private Pililaeu’s heroic devotion ﬁ

to duty, indomitable fighting spirit, and gallant self-
sacrifice reflect the highest credit on himgself, the Infantry,
and the United States Army.
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspleuousty
on the bulletin boards {n coch unit area.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY ©

OFFICIAL: J. LAWTON (OLLINS
WM. BE. BERGIN Chief of Btaff, United Stafes Army

Major General, USA
The Adjutant Generol
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