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A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
By direction of th€> President, under the act of (longre9a 

approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 48, 1918), the Yedal of 
Honor tor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at tbe 
risk of life nbo,e and IM:-:rond the call ot duty is awarded 
posthumonsly by the Department o( the Army in the name 
of the Congress to the following-named enlisted man: 

Prl,ate First Class Herbert K. Pililaau (Service Xo. 
), Intantry, Cnlted States Army, a mt>mber of 

Company C, 23d Intantry Regiment, distinguished bfm.. 
self by conspicuous gallantry and outstanding courage 
abo,e and beyond the call of duty In action against the 
enemy near l:'ia-rl, Korea, on 17 September 195L The 
enemy sent wave after wa,e ot fanatical troops against 
his platoon which held a key terrain feature on "Heart• 
break Ridge." Valiantly defending Its position, the unit 
repulsed each attack untll ammunition became practically 
exhausted and it was ordered to withdraw to a new posl· 
tlon. Voluntarily remaining IM:-bind to co,er the with• 
drawal, Pri,ate Pililaau fired his automatic weapon into 
the ranks of the assailants, threw all his grenades, and, 
with ammunition exhausted, closed with the toe In hand• 
to-hnnd combat, courageously fighting with hls trench 
knife and bare Jlsts until finally overcome and mortally 
wounded. When the position was subsequently retaken, 
more than 40 enemy dead were counted in the area he had 
so ,allantly defended. Pr!Yate Pllilaav•• heroic de,otlon 
to duty, Indomitable fighting spirit, nnd gallant self­
sacrifice reflect the highest credit on himself, the Infantry, 
and the United States Army, 
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Thia general order will be read to all troops and will be posted eollllpletro'IWJ' 
on the bulletin boards in each unit area. 

By OIU>ER OF THE SECl!ET ..UY OF THE ARMY ; 

0J'F1CUL: 
WM. E • .BERGIN 
Major General, USA 
The ..ddjutant General 

:r. LAWTON COLLINS 
Chief of Staff, United State, ArmJ 
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