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GENERAL ORDERS | DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 57 J WasmEINgTON 25, D. C., 18 June 1952

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the act of Congress
approved 9 July 1918 (WD. Bul, 43, 1918), the DMedal of ﬁ
Honor for conspicous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk
of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded post-
humously by the Department of the Army in the name of
the Congress to the following-named enlisted man:

Private Billie G. Kanell (Service No. ),
Infantry, United States Army, a member of Company I,
85th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, distin-
guished himself by conspicuous gallantry and outstand-
ing courage above and beyond the call of duty in action
against the enemy near Pyonggong, Korea, on 7 September
1951, A numerically superior hostile force had launched a
fanatical assault against friendly positions, supported by
mortar und artillery fire, when Private Kanell stood in his
emplacement exposed to enemy observation and action and
delivered accurate fire into the ranks of the assailants.
An enemy grenade was hurled into his emplacement and
Private Kanell threw himself upon the grenade, absorbing
the blast with his body to protect two of his comrades from
serious injury and possible death. A few seconds later,
another grenade was thrown into the emplacement and,
although seriously wounded by the first missile, he sum-
moned his waning strength to roll toward the second gre-
nade and use his body as a shield to again protect his com-
rades. He was mortally wounded as a result of his heroic
actions. Private Kanell’s indomitable courage, sustained
fortitude against overwhelming odds, and gallant self-
sacrifice reflect the highest credit on himself, the Infantry,
and the United States Army.
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspicuously
on the bulletin boards in each unit area.

BY ORDEE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

OFFICTAL: J. LAWTON COLLINS
WM., E. BERCIN Chief of Staff, United States Army

Afajor General, USA
The Adjulant General
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