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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * 
By <lirE'ctlon 01' the Prei:iiclPnt. nncler the net of f'on­

gress npprovell n .Tnly l!H8 (WD I3u1. 4!i, l!llS). thP rilt-dal 
of Ho11or for con:,,picnottA gnllant1·y nnd i11trPpi1lit~· i1t the 
risk of life ubuYe and bt>yotHl the cull of c!uly i:,i :1w:11·t1ttcl 
IJy the Depnrtme11t of the Army in the nume of the Con­
gress to the fol lowing-nu met! officer: 

Fii-s;t Lieutenant Uo11<l I,. llurf.•e, , Inf:rntry, 
linitptl Stntes Army, n meml>Pr 01' Company G, :'ith t 'm•11t­
ry Regiment, 1st Cnrnil'y Division, distingulshetl hirn­
sfllf by eonspicuons gallantry nnd outstanrling courage 
nbo,·e nml beyond the c·nll of duty in nction ngain~t the 
enemy 11enr Chong-clong, Korea, on 28 Oc•tober rn:n. In­
tense cmeQ1y tii·e hnd pinned down lending element8 of 
Ills company committed to secm·e commanding ground. 
when Lieutenant Burke left the command post to r111ly 
nnll urge the men to follow him toward three hunkers 
impeding the nclvnnce. Dnshing to nn exposed nrntage 
point, he threw sevt>r11l grenncles nt tlle bunkers, then re­
turning for nn ~1-1 rifle nncl ndnpter. he made n lone as­
snult, wiping out the position and killing the crew. Clos­
ing on the center hunker, be lobbe-,l grenades through rhe 
openi11g nrnl, with his pistol, killed three of its occu• 
pants attemt)ting to surround him. Orclering his men 
forwnrtl, he charged the thlr<l cmplncement, catching 
seTeral grenncles In mhhtlr 111111 hurling thPm back at the 
enemy. Inspired b~• his display or n1lor, his nwn stormed 
forward and o,·errnn the hostile poJ.;ltion, but were again 
pinned down by incrensecl fit•e. Se<'t1ring n light marbine 
gun and three boxes of nmmunition, Lieutennnt Burke 
dashed through the Impact aren to 1111 OilCil knoll, set 
up his gun, nncl poured 11 rrippling fire into the ranks of 
the enemy, killing upproximntely 75. Althongh wouncled, 
he ordered more nmmtrnition, reloaded, nnd destroyed 
two mortnr emplnccments nnd n mnchine-gun vosltion 
with his accurate fire. Cradling the weapon in bis arms, 
he then led his men forward, killed 2;; or more of the re­
treating enemy, nnd secured the objective. Lieutenant 
Burke's heroic action nnd daring exploits inspired his 
small force of 35 commdcs to ornrcome nn estimnte<l de­
fending enemy force of 300 troops. H:s unflinching 
courage nnd outstanding leadership reflect the highest 
credit on himself, the Infantry, and the United States 
Army. 
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This g<-nernl order will be rend Io nil troops nnd will be posted consplcuolllly 
on the bulletin bonrds In ead11mlt nrcn. 

IlY onn£R OF THI,; S£CRIITAIIY OF TilE An:uY: 

0FFJCTAL: 
WlI. E. BEilGJ)l" 
Jln}or General, US.4. 
7'/lc Adjutant General 

J. L.A.WTO); COLLT~S 
Chief of Stal1, U11ited State, Arm, 
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