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Groveear OrpERS DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 22 ‘WasminGgTox 25, D, 0., § February 1958

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the act of Congress
approved § July 1818 (WD Bul. 43, 1918), the Medal of
Horor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk
of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by
the Department of the Army in the name of the Congress
to the following-named enlisted man:

Sergeant Joseph C. Rodriguez, {then
% private first elass), Infaniry, United States Army, Com- ﬁ
pany ¥, 17th Infantry Reglment, distinguished himselt
by conspicucus gallantry end intrepidity at the risk of
his life above and beyond the eall of duty in action sgainst
an armed enemy of the United Nationg near Muanye-xi,
Korea, on 21 May 1851, Sergeant Rodriguez, an assist-
ant squad leader of the 24 Platoon, was participating in
an attack against a Zanatical hostile force occupying
well-fortified positions on rugged commanding terraln,
when hig sguad’s advance was halted within approx-
mately 80 yards by & withering barrage of automatle
weapons and smallarms fire from five emplacements
directly to the front and right and left flanks, together
with grenades which the enemy rolled down the hilt
toward the advancing troops. Fully aware of the odds
against him, Sergeant Rodriguez leaped to his feet, dashed
60 yards up the fSre-swept slope, and, after lobbing
grenades into the first foxhole with deadly accuracy, ran
around the left finnk, silenced an automatic weapon with
two grenades and continued his whirlwind assault to the
top of the peak, wiping out two more foxholes. Then,
reaching the right flank, he tossed grenades into the ve-
maining emplacement, destroying the gun and annibiliat.
ing its erew. Sergeant Rodripues’ intrepld actions
exacted a toll of 15 enemy dead and, a5 a result of his
ineredible display of valor, the defense of the opposition
wag broken, the enemy routed, and the strategle strong-
point secured. Sergeant Rodrigues’ unflinching courage
under fire and inspirational devotion to duty reflect
highest credit on himself and uphold the homored tradi-

tions of the military service.
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspicuonsly
on the bulletin hoards in each unit area.

BY ORDER 0F THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY!:

OFFICIAL: J. LAWTON COLLINS
WM. B. BERGIN Chief of 8tafl, Uniled Slates Army
Major General, URA
The Adjutant Generagi
AGO 24428
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