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GENERAL Okﬁms} DEPARTMEXNT OF THE ARMY
No. 11 WagamnseroN 25, D. C, I Februery 1952

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the act of Congress
approved 9§ July 1918 (WD Bul, 43, 1818), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name
of the Congress to the following-named enlisted man:

Private First Class Emory L. Bennett

Infantry, United States Army, a member
of Company B, 15th Infantry Regiment, 34 Infantry
Division, dlstlngulshed himself by conspicnous gallantry
and intrepldity at the risk of bis life above and beyond
the call of duty in action against an armed enemy of the
United Nations near Sobangsan, Korea, on 24 June 1951,
At approximately 0200 hours, two enemy battalions
swarmed up the ridge lipe in & fercclous banzal charge in
an attempt to dislodge Private Benneit's company from
its defensive positions. Meeting the challenge, the gal-
lant defenders delivered destructive retaliation, but the
enemy pressed the assault with fanatical determination
and the integrity of the perimeter was imperiled. Fully .
aware of the odds against him, Private Bennett unhesi-
tatingly left his fox hole, moved through withering fire,
stood within full view of the enemy, and, employing his
automatic rifle, poured crippling fire into the ranks of
the onrushing assailants, inflicting numerous casnalties.
Although wounded, Private Benneti gallantly maintained
his one-man defense and the attaek was momentarily
halted. During this Iull in battle, the company regrouped
for eounterattack, but the numerically superior foe soon
infiltrated into the position. Upon orders to move back,
Private Benneit voluntarily remained to provide cover-
Ing fire for the withdrawing elements, and, defylng the
eneny, continued to sweep the charging foe with devas.
tating fire until mortally wounded. His willing self-racri-
fice and intrep!d actions saved the position from being
overrun and enabled the company to effect an orderly
withdrawal. Private Benneit's unflinching courage and
consummate devotion to duty reflect lasting glory on him-
self and the military service.
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspicnously
on the bulletin boards in each unit area.

BY OEDER OF THE SECRETARY OF TIYE ARMY

OFFICIAL: J. LAWTON COLLINS
WM. E. BERGIN Chief of Stafl, United States Army

Mafor General, USA
The Adfutant Genorgl
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