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'l'he Department of the Army announces with deep reg,·N the 
tragic death of the Honorable ROBERT Po1tTE1t PArri:noox at I-:liza. 
beth, New Jersey, on 22 Jam111ry 1052. 

:\Ir. P.,TTERsoN was born at Glens Full.~, Xew York, on l::? Feh­
ruary 18Hl. Following gra<iuntion from Union College anti 
Harrnrtl University, he was aumllte<l to the :N°(ew York !Jnr in 
19lu and entere<l t11e practice of law in Xew York City. His pub­
lic service began with his nppoi11tnwnt ns Juuge of the Uuitetl 
Stntes District Court, Southern Xew York I listrl<'t, tu l!l:{o. In 
1039 he was mntle n membf'r of the United Slates Clrcnlt Coui-t 
of Appeals for the Seeond Clreuit, nnd .ser,·ed as such until his 
selection as Assistant Secretary of War on 31 July 1940. 

On 10 December 1040, Mr. PATI'EllSo:,; wns n111l0inted to the 
newly created office of Under Secretory ot War, :rnd ,;enetl in 
this cnpacity until 18 Senteruber 104:i, on which date he !Jecame 
Secretary of Wnr. He resii?ncd this poHition on 24 July I!).J7. 

lllr. P ATTEllSO'.:'! first entered mil1tnry service on 21 October 1015 
as a member of tlle :-.ew York National Guard. He was m\ls­
tered Into the Federal SerY!ee on 26 June l!JlU uud sPrvctl ou tbe 
llle:s:lcnn Border ns a prh·nte, Compnny I, ,th Infnntry. Com­
missioned a second lieutenant, Infnntry, nt l'lnttsburg Barracks, 
New York, lu Mny 1!Jl7, he served In the Amerlcan Es:peclltlonnry 
Forces with the 306th Infantry In the Baccarat, Vesle, and Foret­
d'Argonne sectors and the Oise-Alsne and Meuse-Argonne 
oll'enslves. He wns wounded 16 Au,gust 1018 nnd was uwarded 
the Silver Star for gallantry in action on 26 September 1918. 
Returning to the United Stntes, he wns bonornbly ulschargetl as 
a major, 27 Mny 1010. 

Be wns awarded the Dlstlng11i~hccl-Ser'1'iCe Cross on S :\Iay 
1020 for extrnordlnnry beroJsm ln netion on 14 .-iugust J.l.llS nnll, 
on 27 September 1945, the Distinguished-Service ::lfe,lnl for ex­
ceptionally meritorious and dlstlnguisbcd ser\•iccs in the per­
formance of his duties as Under Secretnry o! War. 

Throughout his entire cnreer, whether in office or in pri,ate 
llfe, :\Ir. P ,1, TTEl!SOX rendered loyal nnd notable 1mblle sen-ke. 
As modest as be was brilliant, be e\·er sought to avoid tlle recog­
nition be merited, ao<l enjoyed the admlr11Uon nn<l rc;apeet of 
the military service. In his untimely passlug the Army bas lost 
a loyal friend and the country one of its most eminent citizen~. 

DY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF TF!E A1n1Y: 

OFFICI.-\L: 

W:.\L E. J.;ETWIX 
Maj~,- Gc11cral, Uf,A 
1'he Adjutant General 

J. LAWTON' COLLI.:-;S 
CJ,ief of Staff, United HM/t.'tt Army 


