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AWARD Mi' ME MEDAI. OF HONOR 

* * 
By direction of the Presl<lent, nnder the act ot Congren 

appro,·ed 9 July 101S (WD BuL 43, 1918), tbe Medal ot 
Honor !or conspicuous gallantry and Intrepidity at the 
risk o! life aborn and beyond the <'811 of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department ot the Army in the name 
of the Conirress to the following-named enlisted IllJln : 

Prlrnte First Class Richard G. WilBon (Ser.Ice :S-o. 
), Medical Corps, Cnlted States Army, a 

member ot Medical Company, 187th Airborne Infantry 
Regiment, d!st!n,e:uished b!mselt by ronsplcuous ga llantr;Y 
and Intrepidity abo1·e and beyond the call of dnty in action 
near Oparl, Korea, on 21 October l!l;;cJ. As medlenl aid 
man attached to Company I, be accompanied the unit dur­
ing a reconnaissance in foree through the hilly ronntr:r 
near Opnri. The main bo<ly ot the company was passing 
through a narrow valley flanked on three sides by high 
hills when the enemy lnld down a barrage of mortar, auto­
matle-weapons, and small-arms fire. Tile company suf­
fered a large number ot casualties from the Intense hos· 
tlle fire while fi1l!tlng !ts way out ot the ambush. Pr!.-nte 
W£Zson proceeded at once to mo'"'e among the wounded 
and administered aid to them, ohll'"'ious of tbe danirer to 
hlmsel! and constantly exposing him.self to hostile fire. 
The company commander ordered a withdrawal u tbe 
enemy threatened to encircle and ISOiate the company. 
As bis unit withdrew, Private Wil,on assisted wounded 
men to safety and assured lllmself that none were left 
behind. After the company had pulled bad,, he learned 
that a comrade pre'l'lously thought dead had been seen 
to be moving and attempting to crawl to ..afetY. Desr,lte 
the protests of his comrades, unarmed and facing a merci• 
less enemy, Prl\"ate Wil•on returned to the dangeromr 
posltton In search of his comrade. Two days lat,,r. a 
patrol found him lying be\!Jde the man be returned to aid. 
He had been shot several times wh!le trying to shll"ld and 
administer aid to the wounded man. Private Wil•on•• 
snperb personal bravery, consummate courage, and will· 
Ing !!<!lf-sacrl.flce tor his comrades refiect untold gl1>r7 upon 
hlms,;Jt an<I uphold the esteemed traditiona ot the i:nlli· 
tary service. 
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Tb.ls general order will be read to all troops and will be posted consp!~ 
on the bulletin boards in each nnit area. 

BY OlUlEl!. OF THI!: SECBE:l'A.RY OF T:a:E .ABM'.Y: 

0FFIOIAI.: 

WM. lll. BERGIN 
Major GeneraJ, USA 
The Atliutant General 

J. LAWTON COLLINS 
OM et of Staff, United Stat ea Armv 
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