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Glt!l'ERAL Ol!DERS} 
No. 63 

DEPARTME:ST OF THf; ARMY 
WASR!NOTON !!5, D. C., 2 .d.Uj)'l'l!t 1951 
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* 

* 

* 

AWARD OF TH~ MEIJAL MF HONOR 

* 
Dy direction of the President. under the net of Cimgn;;,s 

appro-.ed 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 4''1, HllSJ, the Mt>dal oi 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry :mu intrE>piclity at the 
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty ls awal"ded 
posthumously by the De!)nrtment of the Army ln the name 
of tho Congress to the following-named enli~ted man: 

Private }'irst Class 1\"illiam Thomfl,~OJL I !'\r•rdt'<' No. 

l, Infantry, United States Army, a nwmoor of 
Company l\1, 24th Infantry Ueglment, distinguished him• 
self by conspieuous gallantry and intn•pidity above and 
beyond the call of duty in action against the enemy Il(>.:tr 
Haman, Koren, on 6 August 1or.o. \Vhile his platoon was 
reorganizing ,mder cover of darkness, f,:mattcal eni-my 
forces in ovPrwhelmlng strength launchoo a llll@rl~ at• 
tack on the unit. Prlvat,; Thompso-n set up his maehlne 
gun ln the path of the onslaught and swept the enemy 
with wlthenng fire, pinning them down mom€ntuily and 
thus permitting the remainder of his platnon to withdraw 
to a more tenable position. Although hit r,;11eat<'i!ly by 
grenade fragments and small-arms fl.re, he res:sted all 
ef!:orts of his con1rades to incluce him to withdraw, stNHl· 
fastly remained at his machine g11n, and continued to 
deliver ueadly, accurate fl.re until mortally wmmded hy an 
enemy grenade. Private '1'homp8on'11 danntl!!'ss <'OtJtage 
and gallant self-sacrifiee reflect the highe;;t er,,dit on 
himst•lf and uphold the estef>med traditions of tile military 
service. 
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This general order will be read 'to all troops and will be posted conspicuously 
on the bulletin boards in each unit area. 

BY OJIDEB OB' THE SECRETARY OF TBE ARMY : 

OFFICIAL: 

WM. E. BERGIN 
Major Genera,i, USA. 
The Adjutant General 

J. LA.WTON COLLINS 
Ohief of Staff, Unite(! Statet Anntt 

AGO 334B 

•• I. SOYU.kM~1JT .PRJKTUl'i OU'IC.E; 1HJ 


