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AWARD OF TRE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* 
By direction of the Pre~li!ent, nni!er the act cf Con;n-ess 

approved 9 July 1918 (WD But 4:$, 1018l, t11e Me<lal of 
Honor for conspicuous gallantrv and intrepidity at the 
risk of life abo1·e and beyond the raH of duty is allfard;;-d 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name 
of the Congress to the following-named enlisted man : 

l\Iaster_ Sergeant Melvin 0, ffal!Clru;A_ (Si<ni~ Xo. 
), Infantry, United States Army, a member 

of Company C, 5th Infantry Rl:'giment, distinguish.:"(}, him­
self by conspicuous gallantry and lntrl'?Ilidity above and 
beyond the call of duty in action on 2a and 26 Am::ust 
1950, near Sohuk San Mountain, Korea. His company 
was er.gaged in repulsing an estimated l;'",O enemy who 
were threatening to overrun lts position. ::-iear midnight 
on 2l:i August, a hostile group over 100 Rtron_c. attempt.-d 
to infiltrate the company perimetH. Sericeant Ilamlrich, 
despite the Iieavy enemy fire, vuluntarily left the e,,m­
parative safety of the def,,nsi'l"e area and mo-ed to a 
forward position where he could direct mortar and 
artillery fire upon the ndvancin;: enemy. He remain,-d at 
tllis post for 8 hours dir~t!u;: tlre against the enemy who 
often approached within f,O feet of his 1>ositi0n. A;,ain, 
on the morning of 26 Au;,'Ust, another st!"on::: ho5tile for1:e 
made an attempt to o,errnn the eompany·s {)O!iition. 
,vith complete disregard for his safety, Ser,!t>ant JI,x11drien 
rose to his feet nnd from this expos•?d position fired his 
rifle aml directed mortar and artillery fire on th~ attark,·rs . 
• •\t the peak of this action, he obs'.'Hed elements t,f h!:il 
company preparing to withdraw. He pPrilonsly made his 
wny aeross fire-swept terrain to the defer.se nrea wher,r;, 
by example and forceful leadership, he reorgar.iZ<'rl the 
men to continue the fight. During: the action, &•l'g£>;u:,t 
Handrich was severely woundEd. Refusing to take 
or 1:,e e,·acunted, he returned to his forvmrd po,~ition 
continued to dlre<:t the company's fire. Later, a dernr• 
mined enemy atta<.'k o,erran Sergeant JI,mdrieh's position 
and he wns mortally wounded. When the position 'l'rA!l 
retaken more than 70 enemy defl.d were eounte<l in the 
area he 'had so Intrepidly defen<led. Serg€ant HllmlrieJz"IB 
sustained persolll!.l bravery, eonsnmmate courage, anil 
gallant self-sacrifice reflect untold glory on himself IUHl 
the heroic traditions of the mllltary service. 
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This general order wm be read to all troops and will be posted conspicn<l1lSly 
on the bulletin boards in each unit area. 

BY OBJmll OF THE SEORETAJIY OJI' TEE ARMY·: 

OF.FicLU.: 
WM. E. BERGIN 
Major Generat, USA 
Tli-e .t1.cf,Juta11t Ge11eraZ 

J. LAWTON COLLINS 
OMef of Staff, United Statu Al"ffl9 
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