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AWARD,.OF T..Uiil lll'fm"AI'. OF HONOR 

* * By dlrectimJof the Pres!dent, under the act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 43, 1918), the Met!nl of 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of life abo,e and beyond the call of dnty a awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the 
name of the Congress to the following-named olllcer: 

]deutenant Colomn Don C. Paith Jr;, Infantry, 
United States Army, commanding 1st Battalion, 32d In• 
fantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division, dlstingulslled 
himself conSl}icuously by gallantry and intrepidity in ac­
tion abo;-e and beyond the call of duty In the area of the 
Chosin Iteser,·olr, ;-icinity H:agarnrl in Northern Korea, 
during the period 27 No;-ember to 1 De<:ember 10"..,0. Wl!en 
the enemy launched a fanatical attack ng;iinst his bat­
talion, Colonel Faith unhesitatingly e:xposed himself to 
beaYy enemy fire ns he moved about dlreetlng the aetlon. 
When the enemy penetrated the positions, Colonel Faith 
personally led counternttncks to restore the poi,ition. 
During an attack b:, his battalion to fff,•ct a junet!on with 
another United States unit, Colonel Tait/, reeonn"ltered 
the route for, and personally directed, the first elements 
of his command across !he ice-co.-ered reservoir, and then 
directed the mo.-emeut of bis vel!lel,:,s which were loaded 
with wounded untll all of his commnnd had passed through 
the enemy fire. Ha;-lng completed this, he crossed tl1e 
reservoir. Assuming command of the force his unit had 
joined, he was g!;-en the mission of attacking to j,oin 
friendly elements to the south. Colonel Faith, although 
physically exhausted in the hitter cold, organized atul 
launched an nttnck which was soon stoi,ped by enemy 
fire. Be ran forward under enemy small-arms 11.nd anto­
mntlc-weapons fire, got his men on their teet, and per.ss.,n­
ally led the fire attack as it blasted its way thrcugh the 
enemy ring. As they came to a hairpin curve, enemy fire 
from a rond !!lock agnlu pinned the column down. Colonel 
Pait/t organized a group of men and directed their attack 
on the enemy positions on the right flank. He than plae<!d 
himself at the head of another group of men and, in the 
face of direct enemy fire, led an attack on the enPmy road 
block, firing his pistol and throwing grenades. When he 
had reached a position approximately 30 yards from the 
road block, he was mortally wounded, but continued to 
direct the attack until the road block was overrun. 
Throughout the 5 dnys of action, Colonel Faith gave no 
thought to his safety and dld not spare hiJJl.!lelf. His 
presence each time in the position of greatest danger -.ras 
nn inspiration to his men. Also, the damnge he person­
ally inflicted firi;ig from hls position at the bead o~ bis 
men was of material assistance on se,·eral OC<'U~ions. 
Colonel Faitll'a outstanding gallantry and noble Sf•lf­
sacrifice above and beyond the call of duty, reflect the 
highest bouor ou him and are In keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United Stntes Army. (This award super­
sedes the nward of the Sil,er Star (first Oak-Leaf Cluster) 
to Lieutenant Colonel Faith, for ga!lastry in action on 21 
November l()GO, publlsh~d lu Ga1eral Orders 32, Ile,,,!. 
quarters X Corps, 23 February 1951.) 
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted conspicuously­
on the bulletin boards in each unit area. 

BY OB.DER OF TRE SECllETAllY OF THE ARMY' 

UFFICLAL: 
WM. El. BERGIN 
Major General, USA· 
Tlie .Adjutant General 

J.LAWTON COLLINS 
Ohief of Staff, United State11 Anny 
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