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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* 
By direction of the President, under the act of Congrel!.!J 

approved 9 July liJlS (WD Bui. 43, 1018), the Medal of 
Honor tor conspicuous gallantry an(! interpldlty at the 
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the 
name of tlle Congress to the following-named officer : 

Capjlli.~tl B. Debiderio, , Infantry, 
United States Army, commanding officer of Company E, 
27th Infantry Regiment, distinguished himself by con• 
splcuous gallantry and Intrepidity at the repeated rlsk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty near Ipsok, 
Korea, on 27 November 1050. Bis company was given 
the mlsslon of defending the command post ot a taSk 
force against an enemy break-through. After personal 
reconnaissance dnr!ng darkness and under intense enemy°" 
1ire, he placed his men ln defensive positions to repel an 
attack. Early in the action he was wounded but refused 
evacuation, and despite enemy 1ire he continued to mo\·e 
among his men, check their positions, and Diake sure that 
each element was prepared to recei,e the next attack. 
Again wounded, he continued to direct his men. By hls 
inspiring leadership he encouraged them to hold their 
position. In the subsequent tlghUog when the fa!Ul.tieal 
enemy succeeded in penetrating the position, he personally 
charged them with carbine, rltle, and grenades, and in-
1i!cted many casnalties until he was mortally wounded. 
His men, spurred on by his intrepid example, repelled 
this final attack. Captuin Desiderio'& heroic leadership, 
courageous and loyal devotion to duty, and his complete 
disregard for personal safety reflect the highest honor 
on him and are In keeping with the esteemed traditiollli 
ot the mlllta:cy serviee. 
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted COn$J.Jl.CUou~ly 
on the bulletin boards in ea~ nn!t area. 

BY OllDER 011' THE $ECRETAllY OF TllE ARMY: 

OFFICIAL; 

WM. E. BERGIN 
Major General, USA 
Pae .iJ.itJutant General 

j. LA. WTON COLLINS 
Ohief of Staff. Vttited. StafeR A.-mu 
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