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GENERAL Oxnms} DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No, 39 ! - WasHINGTON 23, D, G, § June 1951

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

X W W ¢

By Direction of the President, under the act of Con-
gress approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 43, 1§18), the Medal
of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded
by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress
to the following-name enlisted man:

Sergeant John A, Pittman (Service No. R
United States Army, 2 member of the 2d Platoon, Com-
pany C, 23d Infantry Regiment, distinguished himself by
conspieuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond
the call of duty in action against the enemy near Kujang-
dong, Korea, on 26 November 1950. He volunteered to
lead his squad in a counteratiack to regain commanding
terrain lost im an earlier engagement, JMoving aggres-

* gively forward in the face of Intense artillery, mortar, *
and small-arms fire, he was wounded by mortar fragments,
Disregarding his wounds, he continued to lead and direct
his men in a bold advance against the hostile strong point.

During this daring action, an enemy grenade was thrown
in the midst of his squad, endangering the lives of his
comrades, Without hesitation, Sergeant Pittman threw
himself on the grenade and absorbed its burst with his
body., When a medical aid man reached bhim, bis first
request wag to be informed as to how many of his men

* were hurt, This intrepid and selfless act saved several ﬁ
of his men from death or serions injury and was an ip-
gpiration to the entire command, Sergeant Piftman's -
extraordinary heroism reflects the highest exedit on him-
self and 13 in keeping with the esteemed fraditions of the
military service,
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This genérk] order will be brought to the attention of a1l personnel by posting
conspicuously on bulletin boards in unit areas.

By ORDER OF THE SECEETARY OF THE ABMY:

Orrictan: J. LAWTON COLLINS

‘ Wu. E. BERGIN Chief of Staff, United States Army
Major General, USA
Acting The Adjutant General
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