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DEP.ARTME::-ST OF THE ARMY 
W JJIID1'GTON ~. D. C., 25 April 1951 

AWARD &I' UIE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * By direction ot the President, under the aet ot (Jongresa 

approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bu!. 43, 1918), the llledal ot 
Honor for conspicnons gallantry and Intrepidity at the risk 
ot life above and beyond the call o! duty ill awarded past­
hrunonsly by the Department ot the Army In the name ot 
Congress to the following-named enlisted man: 

Private First Class Joaeph R. OueUelto ( Service No. 
), Company H, 9th Infantry Regiment, United 

States Army, distinguished hlmselt by consplcu0118 g,u. 
lantry and Intrepidity in action against the enemy from 
31 August to 3 September 1950 In the Naktong-Oang ru.-er 
ssl!ent near Yongsan, Korea. When an enemy 1U1118111t eat 
olf and surrounded his unit, he volnntarlly made a recon­
naissance o! a nearby hill under intense enemy tire to 
locate friendly troop positions and obtain in!ormatlon ot. 
the enemy's strength and location. Finding that trlendlY 
troopg were not on the hllJ, he worked his way bacl: to his 
unit under heavy llre. Later, when an air drop of water 
was made outside the perimeter, he again braved enemy 
llre in an attempt to retrieve water for his unit. F!ndl.ng 
the dropped cans broken and devoid of water, be returned 
to his unit. His heroic attempt greatly increased his com­
rades' morale. When ammunition and grenades ran low, 
Private OueUette again slipped out of the perimeter to 
collect these from the enemy dead. After colleetlng gre­
nades he was attacked by an enemy soldier. He killed thls 
enemy In hand-to-hand combat, gathere<i up the ammuni­
tion, and returned to his unit. Wht\n the enemy atta.ek:ed 
on 8 September, they assaulted his poaltion with ~ 
On six occaslons Private 01'ellette leaped from his :tm: 
hole to escape exploding grenades. In doing so, he bad 
to face enemy small-arms llre. He continued his res!st­
ance, despite a severe wound, until he lost hl.s life. The 
extraordinary heroism and Intrepidity dlaplayed by Pri­
vate Ouellette reffeet the highest credit on hl.m&elt and 
are In keeping with the esteemed tradlt!ODS ot. the millta.r7 
aervice. 
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'Eiihl gtmeral order wm be brought to the attention of all personnel by~ 
COl'l:ll1PlCt10U$ly Oil bwletin liloaros in unit areas. 

Br cmmm OJ'TBB SICOPrAff CD' '1'lIE ABMY: 

Onio:u.I,: 
EDWARD F. WITSELL 
Major GimeroJ, TJ8.A.. 
!l.?t.e .A..aJul(ltll e-i 

J. LAWTON COLLINS 
OMc/ of Stoff, UnUed State, An!1iv 
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