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* * Dy direction of the President, nnder Ute act of Con­
gress approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul 48, 1918), the Medal 
of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 1ntrepldlty at the 
risk of life above and ~yond the call of duty Is awarded 
by the Department of the .Army In the name ()f Congress 
to the following-named officer: 

Major General Wimam F. De-. , Infantry, 
United States Army, Uommandlng General, 24th Infantry 
Division, distingn!shed himself by conspleuons g:all,mtry 
and intrepidity at the repeated rillk of his life, above and 
beyond the call of duty in Taejon, Korea, on 20 and 21. July" 

1950. In command of a unit suddenly relieved from oeen­
pation duties In Japan and as yet nntried in OOD1bat, faced 
with a rnU1lesa and determined enemy, highly trained 
and overwhelmingly superior in numbers, he felt it hla 
duty to ta.lee action, which to a man of his m!Utary ex­
perience and knowledge was clearly apt to result in bis 
death. Be personally and alone attacked an enemy tank 
while armed only with a hand g,,enade. He also d1re<:ted 
the fue of his own tanks from an exposed position with 
neither cover nor concealment while under obserVed 
artillery and small-arms fire. When the town of Taejon 
was finally overrnn, he refused to insure his own safety 
by leaving with the leading elements, but remained b<!hind 
organizing his retreating forces, d!reetl.ng stragglers, and 
was l<tst seen assistlng the wounded ro a place ot BllleJ;Y. 
These action,; indicate that General Dea,. felt it nece&­
sary to sustain the courage and resolution o! bis troops by 
examDlell of exctll!Sive gallantry ~ltted al"""Ys at the 
threatened portions of his :front lines. The inagni.deent 
respo.lJ8e of hIB unit to tlL!s wi!ll:ng and cheerful saerlfiett, 
made with full knowledge af its certal.n cost, :18 hl.stoq. 
The success of this pbnse of the campaign bl :In la.rge 
measure due to General D·eon'1 heroie leadershlp, =­
geous and loyal devotion to his men, -and his COlllplete 
disrea,ud for persoD.111 safety. 
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~ !tetielr!ll onler will. be bi'Otignf to the attention of all personnel by JJOS1inr 
eonsplemn:uiiy M ~ bolll'dsin unJt areas. 

BY QllllDllm OJI Tml: $lllOJl.liT.A.JIY OF :flllll Al!XY: 

~: 
EDW.A.RD F. WITS.ELL 
MaJ<,r Gt/MNft, USA 
'1'M Adj#t1J11.t Geneml 

J". LAWTON COLLINS 
Ohief of Staff, TJnUed Statea Arm.i, 
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