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DEP ARTMElNT OF THE ARMY 

W ASRlNGTON 25, D. o., f9 March 1950 

ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF TECHNICAL, SCIEN• 
TIFIC, PROFESSIONAL, AND OTHER SIMILAR PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

1. Authority for expenditures by the Department of the .&rmy incident to 
attendance of official representatives of the Army at meetings of private organi­
zations (in addition to that contained in section 67, National Defense Act ot 
3 June Ul16, as amended (45 Stat, 406; 82 U.S. C. 22; M. L. '1939, sec. 1807)) 
or at meetings of international organizations, nongovernmental in character, is 
provided in section 607 of the current Department of Defense appropriation act 
( J .A.AF Bul. 34, 1949) as follows: 

Appropriations contained in this Act available for travel sball be available foz 
all expenses incident to attendance at meetings of technical, scienWic, profes­
sional, or other similar organizations. 
Thls act and other applicable statutes (cited in AR 1-210) do not permit tlie 
Department to have membership representation in any private organization or 
authorize the payment of membership dues and fees or any expense incident to 
the membership attendance of any person at a meeting of the members of a 
private (non-Governmetlt) organization. Any attendance pursuant to the au­
thorization herein proV'ided will, accordingly, be limlted to nonmembersh!.p 
(liaison) attendance. · ·-· ··-

2. It is the policy of the Departme-nt of the Army, subject to avnilabillty. of 
funds ancl to established policies governing participation of the Department of 
Defense in the activities of private organizations (as set forth in .AR 1-210), 
to n utllorize attendance of Department of the Army personnel at such meetings 
of technical, scientific, professional, and other similar organizations, which will-

a. Facilitate the execution of assigned missions and programs. 
o. IlJnable the Department to maintain an effective professional and scientiflc 

corps by keeping abreast of current developments in technical, scientific, and 
professional subjects related to the work of the Department, when other prac­
ticable m1:ans are not available, 

o. Permit the presentation to such meetings of contl'lbutlons which will add 
to the bocly o:f scientific and professional knowledge, 

S. Authority is delegated as follows to approve attendance of military and 
ciyilian personnel on a nonmembership (liaison) basis at a meeting of a technical, 
scienti.:tlc, professional, o:r other similar organization: 

a. A meeting of A.rmy staft or service interest and beld within the United States- ~----·· "" ___ ,, ..... -- · ,,._. -· 

(1) Ohief of Staff· (f.or the Department of the A.x,my General and Special 
Stuffs). , 

(2) Beads of administrntive and technical staffs a-rtd services. 
b. A meeting primarily of local interest to such command and held within the 

United States, whether within or without the area of that command·, and in the 
latter case only aftel' coordination with the commander of the area in which the 
meeting is to be held-

(1) Commanding generals of continental armies. 
(2) Commanding General,,Military Diatrict at Washington. 
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c. A meeting held outside the United Stntes, pro'<'ldcd lt Is not go..,ernmental or 
lnternntlonal in character, ls of local IDterest to •&Uch cowruand and ls held 
within the area of that ·eommnnd- · · 

Commnnding generals ot oversea ·comlllftnds. 
d. An ollictal to whom this autbo1·lty ls delegate(! may designate bis deputy or 

executive officer to act and sign for him when ·necl'Sllary, but this authority will! 
not be further delegated without prior approval ol the Secretary of the Army} 
Travel orders Issued pursuant to this delegation shall state that such orders afe 
issued "Under authority of the Secretary of the Army, dated 29 llarch 1000," 
and shall name the todlvldual who Is to perform the travel, designate him as 
liaison representattv .. of the Department, specify the date aod pince of the 
meeting, and direct his norunembershlp (liaison) attendance thereat for a stated 
purpose. 

e. Expenses Incurred by liaison representative!! shall be reimbursed from funds 
available for travel (as authorized by the current appropriation act). In addi~: 
tlon to the usual reimbursement for trnvel .. anu transportation expenses author-: 
ized ln existlpg laws and regulations relating to travel of military and civilian) 
personnel, such reimbursement may include nonmember (gue11t) registration or, 
entrance fees which may have been Incurred as a prerequisite to •admission. i 
Such expenses shall be paid, in each case, from travel funds available to the', 
agency which required liaison representation at the particular meeting. 

f. Attendance at a meeting of any p. rivate International organization, wherever .) 
held, wlll require the advance authorization of the Secretary of the Army. 
Recommendations for such authorization will •be forwarded through channels 
and will include a description of the organization involved, purpose of the meet­
ing, need for Department of the Army representation, lllld qualifications of the 
proposed representative. 

g. The Chief of Staff, or his designee, Will continue to administer the authority 
contained in section 67, National Defense Act ot 3 J'nne 1916, as amended (45 
Stat. 406; 32 U.S.O. 22; M. L. 1989, see. 1307) pertaining to the National Guard 
Association of the United States and the Adjutants General Association. 

4. The liberal authority granted by Congress for the current fiscal year, which, 
is subject to annual revision, must not be abused. It is Incumbent upon the 
Chief of Staff, the heads of ndmlnistrittive and technlcal staffs and services, and 
commanders to whom this authority is delegated to assure that such authority 
is administered judiciously and that full information in support of. its usage is 
maintained. 

Qll'FICIAT,! 

EUW ARD F. WITSELL 
Major Genera!, VBA. 
The Adjutant GetieraJ 

GORDON GRAY 
Becretarv of t14e .Anni, 
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